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Our Local Offer for Children with SEND 
 

1.  How we identify individual special educational needs? 
 When pupils have been identified as having a special educational need or disability 

prior to coming to us we work closely with the people who know these children 
and are able to tell us what we need to help them. After talking to these people 
we develop a plan to help your child to make the transition into our school. 

 If you have concerns we will talk this through with you and follow your concerns 
up with an appropriate agency or professional for example the speech therapy 
service or school health. 

 If the teacher feels that your child has a special educational need this could be 
because they’re not making the progress that they should or perhaps they are not 
making friends. We like to take early actions to ensure that your child’s differing 
needs are met and your child does not become unhappy at school. 

 If we become concerned about your child we will contact you either by your child’s 
teacher talking to you, the Special Educational Needs coordinator or Safeguarding 
Manager contacting you. 

 

 2. How we involve pupils and their parents /carers in identifying special    
educational needs and planning to meet them? 

 We endeavour to involve you and your child at all times in our processes so you 
can expect that we will keep you informed of our plans and progress 

 When we assess your child’s Special educational needs we will need to talk to you 
about how they are at home. We try working with you so that we are all helping 
your child in the same way whether they are at home or school. 

 When appropriate we will write up a plan which may be an IEP (Individual 
Education Plan) or a social and emotional plan. (SEP) 

 We will hold a meeting once every half term or more if you feel you need one 
which will allow all school staff, other agencies and families of carers whom are 
involved with a child to share information celebrate positive outcomes and plan 
next steps. 

 Our homework called ‘Take away tasks’ reinforces and supports the learning that 
is happening in the classroom.  It is not always a written task but is often a 
practical or creative activity.  If you are concerned about your child’s ability to 
access this work please speak to your child’s teacher. 

 Our school website has a special area for SEND with links to websites which may 
be of use to you. 

 Some children may receive a home communication book which will help parents 
to discover what their child is doing in school, 

 

3.  How we use other adults in school to support pupils with special 
educational needs or disabilities? 

 Our SENCO leads a team of skilled support staff who support pupils with a wide 
range of educational, social emotional and mental needs. 

 Our SEN team work with small groups and on a 1-1 basis with pupils who have 
particular needs. 

 We have a Speech and Language Therapist who visits weekly. 

 We analyse assessment data half termly to ensure that every child is making the 
best possible progress.  

 We have a dedicated Educational Psychologist who visits our school regularly to 
observe and assess pupils and to offer advice and support to home and school.   



 We work with Rushall Inclusion Advisory Team who visits our school to train staff 
as well as observe and assess pupils to offer advice and support. 

   

4.   How we use specialist resources to support pupils with special 
educational needs or disabilities? 

 We have a special support room that is available for individual groups such as our 
language groups who meet regularly to develop social and language skills 

 Our SEN team make resources for pupils with SEND that support their specific 
learning targets and needs through allowing them to access learning in a way that 
is more suitable for them and mirrors the work undertaken by their peers 

 We have a wide range of reading materials to appeal to visual and aural learners. 

 ICT-  As well as being aware of the need to alter the resolution colour, font and 
layout of computer and interactive white board screens we also have some 
recommended computer  programmes and apps for use by the pupils.  
Our pupils with a visual disability have access to specially modified PCs.  

 We sometimes find it useful to train our pupils in the use of workstations this 
enables them to adopt systematic and rewarding ways of completing tasks.  

  Where necessary we have links with outreach facilities who can loan us specialist 
equipment. We can also apply to have specialist equipment requirements written 
into statement if the support agency for a particular child deems it appropriate. 

  At different times during the year we provide parental support workshops on 
phonics, reading, numeracy and behaviour management. 

 We have a link to our very own reading film on our website called ‘Learning to 
Read’. This short film shows example of how parents and carers can support their 
children to learn to read in everyday situations. 

 
 

5.  How we modify teaching approaches for individual pupils? 
 All of our staff have received training in a variety of multisensory approaches 

which means that we can adapt our lessons to a range of  SEND-specific leaning 
difficulties(including dyslexia): Autistic spectrum disorder, speech, language and 
communication needs: and behavioural, social and emotional difficulties 

 Some of our staff are able to use basic Makaton signs. 

 We also have a range of multilingual staff that are able to translate for children 
and parents alike.  

 We pride ourselves on our inclusive ethos. Wherever possible children are taught 
alongside their peers in clear differentiated groups. We do have some activities 
when children are in mixed ability groups to enable them to work with role models 
and to learn about individual differences. 

 Teachers adapt their teaching to support all learning needs in the school. Either 
through the use of modified resources, the use of additional adults for support or 
a range of delivery methods. e.g.  ICT, pre- tutoring,  group working,  

 Our staff are trained in some additional  support schemes i.e. ‘1st Class 
@Number’,’ Precision Teaching’, ‘Numicon’, ‘Toe by Toe’, ‘The Power of One’ and 
‘Colourful Semantics’. These are used if a child is falling behind or needs extra 
support to progress. 

 Our staff prepare daily/weekly activities that are specifically aimed at SEN targets 
on IEP’s. 

 Staff work alongside SALT and support activities to help improve speech and 
language for children who need it. 

 Range of communication  groups including a social communication group for year 
2 and 3 children 

 ‘Language ’ groups for pupils in Reception with a trained S&L Therapist and our 
SEN Assistant. 



 We use personalised visual timetables alongside class timelines. We can make 
these available for home. This is a way that school and home can work together to 
help our pupils.  
 
 

 We have some pictorial cards which help with teaching the order of dressing and 
undressing. These can be available in school for PE lessons and for parents to 
teach their children self-help skills. 
 

6. How we assess pupil progress towards the outcomes we have 
targeted for pupils. How we review this progress so that pupils stay 
on track to make at least good progress. (Including how we involve 
pupils and their parents /carers)? 

 During the first fortnight in nursery we assess and record the skills of all children in 
order that we can plan to meet their particular needs. In the Early years we track 
progress against the Early Years Foundation Stage ages and stages of child 
development 

 In key stage one and two we use Sheffield steps to assess the progress. 

 We use an online recording system to track pupil attainment and progress against 
targets  

 We gather views of parents  

 Parents of children with special educational needs have the opportunity to meet 
with us to  review and  discuss their individual child’s progress against their targets 
and to set new ones 

 We analyse the progress of each child each half term and discuss the results with 
the class teachers  

 Each teacher plans targeted interventions for all children whose progress is 
causing concern, and write an SEN individual education plan (IEP)  for the children 
whose needs fall outside normal classroom differentiation. Where  possible we 
adjust our teaching to meet the needs of individuals  

 Our teaching staff regularly look at pieces of work together to check our 
judgements are correct (moderating). We also work with outside consultants to 
check for consistency and accuracy. 

 We set challenging and aspirational targets that are based on nationally agreed 
guidelines on progress 

 We check how well a pupil makes progress in each lesson and adjust our planning 
to meet any emerging needs. Target boards in KS1 and target cards in KS1 and KS2 
help the children to be aware of and understand what they need to do to succeed. 

 
 

7. What extra support we bring in to help us meet SEN: services: 
expertise.  

          How we work together collaboratively to get the best      outcomes for 
your child  

 We use support from specialist teachers and support staff for advice about 
accessing the curriculum and SEND related needs such as speech, language and 
communication, hearing impairment, visual impairment behaviour related needs, 
mental health issues, severe learning difficulties and autism. 

 We get support from our Academy sponsor EACT in the process of being   
accountable 

 Walsall children’s Services provide an allocation of time for Educational 
Psychologist support for assessment consultation and training. 

 We have very skilled advisory consultant who helps us to assess the varying needs 
of our pupils and consults with us to make recommendations for the provision we 
need to make for our SEND pupils.   



 We have  an educational welfare worker in school weekly who helps to support 
parents to get their children to school each day and on time 
 
 
 

 We get advice from a Speech and language therapist (SALT). From September we 
will have project in school which means a therapist will be in school for a session 
per week to work with staff and pupils in the early diagnosis and planning for 
speech therapy. We will also continue to refer our pupils if we believe that they 
are in need of therapy 

 We liaise with school health when we have concerns and if there is a safeguarding 
issue. 

 We get support from occupational therapy for pupils who need assessment for 
issues such as special seating or advice about physiotherapy.   

 We involve you in reviewing your child’s progress and ask your child for their views 
during this process.    

 
 

8. What other activities are available for pupils with SEN in addition 
to the curriculum? 

 We have a breakfast club with trained staff capable of looking after pupils with 
both special educational needs and disabilities.  

 We have a range of lunchtime clubs such as homework, sport, arts and crafts, 
games, computer, ICT and library. Also a pragmatic group especially for children 
with speech and language concerns that runs at lunchtime. 

 We have a ‘Language Group’ run by a trained S&L Therapist and our SEN Assistant. 

 Pupils with SEN are included, and are offered any help that they need to access 
the club 

 We have regular off-site education and visitors to school to support our wider 
curriculum. Pupils with SEN or disabilities are always included in these and 
reasonable adjustments are made to include them.  

 We make the activities accessible to all. We may invite parents to join their child 
on the visit if the child needs their support offsite.  

 
 

9. How we support pupils in their transition into our school and when 
they leave us? 

 We welcome children to our nursery with a personal home visit by the nursery 
staff followed by open days in school. Where children and parents can experience 
activities in the nursery environment ready for their start time in September or 
January, 

 Our local authority provides a SEN Advisory teacher who supports the transition of 
any pupils with SEND from local pre-school settings. 

 Transition to subsequent year groups is supported by visits and meetings with the 
new teacher 

 
 

10. How additional funding works? 



 Schools receive funding for all pupils with Special educational needs and we are 
able to provide what pupils need from this (including equipment. The local 
authority top-up funding for pupils with a high level of need. 

 If a pupils education, health and care plan specifies something that is significantly 
different to what is usually available there will be additional funding allocated. 
Parents will have a say in how this is used.  

 You will be told if this means you are eligible for a personal budget. This must be 
used for an agreed plan formulated by professional advisors, parents and school. 

11.  Where pupils can get extra support? 
 We ask children about how they best learn their views are important to us and 

impact on our provision 

 Our children are made aware of the support systems that we have around them in 
school. They know who to talk to if they have any worries or concerns 

 We have dedicated play leaders to support their play at lunchtimes. We also have 
sports coaches who run clubs during several lunchtimes. 

 The school always welcomes parents into school to discuss any issues however 
small they may feel they are. 

 We are a training school and our roll on developing teachers and support staff for 
the future in education provides additional adult support throughout the school 

 Our safeguarding Team is available every day.  
 
 

12.  Where parents/carers can get extra support? 
 We do our best to support parents of children with special educational needs or 

disabilities so that their child is successful and worry free. Our practice is informed 
by your views. It is important to us that you parents are satisfied with the results 
of our collaboration. 

 The Walsall Parent Partnership Service can offer advice and support to parents of 
pupils with Special Educational needs or disabilities 

 Their telephone number is 01922 650330 

 Our SENCO and Safeguarding Team can sign post you to agencies and support 
services which are appropriate for your child’s specific needs. Please come into 
school to discuss your issues. 

 
 

13.   What parents/carers can do if they are not satisfied with a 
decision or what is happening? 

 We operate and open door policy at Reedswood.  

 Your first point of contact is your child’s class teacher, who is available at the end 
of the school day. In addition, our safeguarding Manager or our SENCo are here to 
listen to your concerns. If you are not satisfied that your concern has been 
addressed then you may speak to the Principal. If she cannot solve your issues, 
then you may speak to any of our school governors. We have a link governor 
responsible for SEND who may be contacted through the school office.  

 If your concern is with the local authority, follow a similar route. The person who 
will log and track your complaint is the Principal. 

 The local authority has a multi-agency panel who will consider unresolved issues. 
You are entitled to appeal against any decision made about your child that you are 
not in agreement with .They will offer you an independent mediator if you are still 
not satisfied. The mediator will try to help you to agree a resolution with the local 
authority that you are happy with Telephone 01922 686200. Alternatively, the 
Parent Partnership Service (01922 650330) provide independent information and 
advice. 



 

 


