
Theme  Knowledge overview 
 

EYFS  

Autumn Autumn – we will learn about what happens to the world around us in Autumn. (Autumn is after Summer and before Winter) We will look at changes 
that are happening to plants and the weather. (Plants lose their leaves, the temperature gets colder, animals prepare for hibernation) 
Diwali – We will look at where India is on a map compared to England. (there are other countries in the world, India is in a different part of the world 
to England) We will discuss how we would get to India. (different ways to get to places depending on the distance- bus, cars, trains, planes) We will 
discuss how they celebrate Diwali in India. (foods, clothes, traditions, stories) 
Recycling – We will talk about how we can help our planet by recycling. (we recycle metal, paper, cardboard, plastic, it reduces pollution and waste, it 
helps to stop animal habitats being destroyed) 
Where have you been? – We will discuss places that we have travelled to and identify them on a map. (there are other countries, maps show us other 
parts of the world) We will talk about what transport we used to get there. (different distances need different types of transport, bus, car, train, plane, 
walk) 
Weather – We will discuss the weather daily and talk about how the weather is changing throughout the season. (leaves are changing colour, leaves are 
falling off the trees, temperature is getting colder, use words yesterday, today, tomorrow) 
Christmas around the world – We will talk about how Christmas is celebrated in different countries and identify these countries on a map. (link to other 
countries talked about in class) 

Spring Habitat comparisons – where do different animals live? We will look at different animal habitats and why they need to live in that environment such as 
lions, polar bears, turtles.(different animals need different climates, food, water, land)  
Comparing houses- We will look at the different types of houses detached, semi- detached, terrace, bungalow, flats. We will look at our houses using 
google earth and discuss what type of house it is.  We will explore the local area to compare different houses. (How the houses are different, terraced 
houses are joined to each other, detached are not joined to others, flats don’t have stairs inside) 
How is pancake day celebrated around the world? -We will look at the different traditions across the world and how they celebrate pancake day. We will 
find the countries on a map and look at the flags. 
Weather and seasons – how has it changed? We will discuss the weather daily and discuss how it has changed from Autumn to Winter. (the weather is 
getting colder, the trees are bare of leaves, we may see sleet or snow) 

Summer Drawing maps – We will look at real maps of our local area and the UK. We will create our own maps. (directional language, simple titles, landmarks 
that we might see) 
What grows where? – We will discuss different plants and which plants grow best in which countries. We will discuss different climates. We will look at 
these countries on a map. (cocoa needs warm climates such as Ghana, lettuces grow best in cold climates) 



How do we travel to other places? – We will discuss different modes of transport. We will talk about which mode of transport is most suitable to travel to 
a variety of places. (we would use an aeroplane to travel to India but a bus to travel to Walsall)  
Local Community – We will walk around our local area and identify features of our local area.  

Year 1 
 

 

Weather experts  
Daily weather news 
Meteorologists  
Seasonal change  

Name the four seasons  
Identify the different characteristics of each season in terms of weather.  
Identify the UK map and identify the UK and its countries  
Identify daily weather patterns in the UK.  
Observe and describe daily weather patterns. 
Identify ways in which we learn about the weather, then make predictions about the weather which are helpful.  
Know and use simple compass directions. Know directional language.  
Know basic symbols in a key.  
Name and locate continents using a world map. 
Use globes to identify the UK and the equator. 

Local - We are Britain  
Four nations – Geography  
  
 

Know that our Country is called England.  
Name, locate and identify characteristics of the 4 countries and capital cities of the UK. 
Identify famous buildings and landmarks in London (Big Benm The London Eye, The Houses of Parliament, Buckingham Palace, Tower 
Bridge). . 
Learn that London is the capital city of UK, where British Parliament meets. 
Located the River Thames 
Locate London on a map and describe its location. 
Learn about symbols of England: St George; flag; the rose; the 3 lions motif.  
Learn about symbols of Scotland: St Andrew; saltire; the thistle; unicorn. 
Learn about symbols of Northern Ireland: the flag; the Flax flower. 
Learn about symbols of Wales: St David; The National flag; the Daffodil and Leek; the Red Dragon. 
Begin to use physical geographic vocabulary: town, city, countryside, village, moor, peak, lake. 
Know compass directions.  

World - India 

 
Locate India on a map and identity the continent its in.  
Know that New Delhi is the capital of India.  
India is surrounded by the Bay of Bengal, Indian Ocean and Arabian Sea.  
Himalayan Mountains stretch along India’s northern border.  



Countries around India include Pakistan, China, Nepal, Bhutan, and Bangladesh. 
Use aerial photographs to recognise landmarks, Ganges, Himalayas and The Taj Mahal.  
Identify same geographical similarities and differences between the London and New Delhi. 
Understand and use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: 
key physical features, including: mountain, sea, ocean, river, valley, vegetation, season and weather 
key human features, including: city, town, village 
Know that Hindi is the main language in India, and most people speak English as well.  
The main religion in India is Hinduism. The next most popular religion is Islam; Sikhs and Christians also live in the country. One of the 
most important Hindu festivals is Diwali, also called the ‘festival of lights’. 
Women in India wear saris, and men wear dhotis. Both are long pieces of cloth draped around the body in a certain way. 

Cows are seen as sacred in India – nobody eats beef, and most people are vegetarians. Animals found in India include Bengal tigers, 

elephants, flying foxes, lions and macaques. 

Indian food is characterised by lots of spices, such as cinnamon, turmeric, coriander, anise and cardamom. Each region of India produces 

different kinds of food. 

Year 2 
 

 

Local - Our school and the local area Know that Walsall is an industrial town in the West Midlands and part of the Black country.  
Identify local landmarks (Barr Beacon, Walsall Town Centre, Reedswood Primary School, Walsall railway stations and Walsall Arboretum) 
and the using maps and aerial photographs. 
Locate own street and school on an area map.   
Use simple compass directions (north, south, east and west) to plan a route from school to home.   
Devise a simple map of the local area; and use and construct basic symbols in a key.  
Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of our school grounds.  
Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: key human features, including city, town, houses – detached, semi-detached, bungalow and 
flats.  
Identify and list different human and physical features around the school and its grounds. 
Identify similarities and differences between our school and a rural school.  
Know the nationalities that make up our school.  

Weather Experts  
Climate around the world 

Know that the UK has a temperate climate and that there are 5 climate zones, using geographical language (polar, temperate, 
Mediterranean, tropical and arid.  
Know the term ‘temperate’ 



Know the characteristics of Polar and Desert climate zones. 
Able to compare polar and arid climate zones. 
Know how climate influences the lifestyles.  
Locate Africa and then South Africa and Zimbabwe on a globe and map.  
Understand the climate of South Africa. 
Compare the climate of the UK to South Africa. 
Locate the equator on a globe and map.  
Understand that if countries are close to the equator, they are likely to have hot climates.  
Have a basic understanding climate change.  

Local - Beside the seaside Find capitals in each of the four countries; name the surrounding seas and popular seaside locations. 
Locate seaside towns on a map of the UK (Newquay, Tenby, Holyhead, Great Yarmouth, Lyme Regis, Whitley Bay, Gaint’s Causeway, 
Ramasaig Bay and Aberdeen)  
Identify the physical features of the seaside (beach, cliff, coast, sea, ocean, river and vegetation)   
Identify the human features of the seaside (port, harbour, town, shops and houses)  
Use compass directions to get from Walsall to a seaside town. 
Use the grid references to local a seaside town (Lyme Regis).  
Compare Walsall and Lyme Regis. 

Earth matters – oceans and seas Name and locate the seas around the Great Britain (Irish Sea, North Sea and English Channel).  
Know that Great Britain (England, Scotland and Island) is an Island.  
Know that a sea is a large area of salty water that is part of an Ocean.  
Know that an ocean is one of five very large areas of salt water on the Earth’s Surface.  
Name the five oceans: Pacific Ocean, Atlantic Ocean, Indian Ocean, Southern Ocean and Arctic Ocean.  
Identify the five oceans on a map.  
Know that a continent is an area of land that consists of many countries.  
Name the seven continents: Europe, Asia, Africa, North America, South America, Antarctica and Australia (also know as Australasia and 
Oceania).   
Know that there are 4 main points on a compass: north, south, east and west.  
Use the compass points to describe locations in relation to another.  
Use direction language (near and far, left and right).  
Devise a simple map: and use and construct a basic symbol in a key.  
Locate The Galapagos Islands and to research physical geographical features.  
Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical features, including volcano, mountain, forest, vegetation sea, ocean, season and 



weather. 

Year 3 
 

 

Rainforest Know that a rainforest is a very dense, hot forest and that they are called ‘Rainforests’ because of the high level of rainfall they get each 
year.  
Can label maps to show where rainforests can be located.  
Locate vegetation belts around the world. 
Create a remap showing world rainforests.  
Compare the sizes of different rainforests and represent them in a table. 
Know that rainforests are between the Tropic of Cancer and Tropic of Capricorn, and around the equator.  
Locate the Tropic of Capricorn, Tropic of Cancer and equator on a world map.   
Understand the word ‘climate’ means.  
Know the climate of a rainforest is very hot and humid. This makes it perfect for plant growth.  
Compare the climate of the rainforest with climates in other parts of the world.  
Name the layers of vegetation in a rainforest (the emergent layer, the canopy, the under storey and the forest floor). 
Explain how the vegetation and animal life changes in the different layers of the rainforest. Each layer (strata) has different temperatures, 
humidity levels and amount of sunshine and different types of animals who live there.  
Know how some rainforest animals have adapted to life in their forest layer.  
Be familiar with life in the rainforest and understand what food resources are available in the rainforest, for the creatures and peoples who 
live there. 
Know that there are settlements in the rainforest. Understand types of settlement within the rainforest 
Know similarities and differences between their own homes and the homes within a tribal village. 
Describe the way of life of traditional tribes people. Know about Yanomami tribe and how they live.  
Know that rainforests around the world are under threat.  
Explain how deforestation can impact the Earth. 
Describe ways in which rainforests can be protected 

Europe – France  

 
Locate Europe on a world map.  
Know that the UK is a country in Europe.  
Describe some of the geographical features of Europe (Europe is the fifth largest continent, Russia is the largest country and The Vatican 
city is the smallest, Europe is the third most populous continent, some countries belong to the European Union)  
Locate France on a map and identity the continent its in.  
France is situated in Western Europe.  



France shares borders with Belgium to the North East, Germany and Luxemburg in the East as well as with Switzerland, Italy to the South 
East. 
Know that Paris is the capital of France.  
Use aerial photographs and maps to locate landmarks, Eiffel Tower, Notre Dame, Louvre, Versailles, French Alps, Mont St.Michel, 
Provence and Corsica.  
Understanding that France has a wide range of landscapes. 
Use the physical landscapes depicted in a range of artwork to help characterise the features of different climate zones within France. 
Explore a range of works by French artists depicting a variety of French landscapes. 
Learn about the Tour De France and track its Route on a map.  
Name and locate the countries in which the mountain ranges are found. 
Understand the key physical features of the Alps.  
Name and locate the countries in which the Alps ranges are found. 
Compare two European capital cities, London and Paris.  
Use a variety of sources to find out about the geographical features of cities.  

Year 4 
 

 

Europe - Spain  

 
Locate Spain on a map and identity the continent its in.  
Know that Spain is located in Europe. 
Spanish name for Spain is España.  
Compare and contrast Spain and the United Kingdom.  
Know that the largest city and capital of Spain is Madrid and second largest city is Barcelona, which is located in Catalonia. 
Locate the coastal and mountainous areas of Spain on a map.  
Know that The Pyrenees is a mountain range and identify that it divides Spain and France. 
Locate and label regions, cities, oceans and seas on a map of Spain including Balearic Islands and the Canary Islands.  
Know and compare the physical geography of different areas of Spain.  
Describe some aspect of the human geography of Spain.  
Know that Spain has a variety of foods and unique dishes such as paella (a type of rice dish) and tapas (a range of small snacks or 
appetizers). 
Know about the region of Catalonia. 
Know some of the reasons why Catalonia wants to be independent from Spain.  
Understand the difference between weather and climate.  
Identify and describe the different climate zones on a map of Spain.  



Understand the importance of tourism to Spain. Spanish tourism industry is one of the largest in the world.  
World – Africa Locate Africa on a map and identity the continent its in. identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude and Equator.  

Identify African countries and locate them on a map. Know that the continent of Africa is made up of 54 individual countries  
Use eight-point compass references to describe locations of the different countries.   
Know that there are different time zones with Africa.   
Locate Nigeria on a map.  
Identify and describe some of the physical features of Nigeria.  
Identify and describe some of the human features of Nigeria.   
Locate Morocco on a map.  
Describe some of the physical  geographical features of Morocco  
Identify and describe some of the human geographical features of Morocco.  
Compare Nigeria and Morocco.  
Locate southern Africa and South Africa 
Describe some basic facts about the history and politics of South Africa 
Describe some of the basic geographical features of South Africa.  
Describe some of the different biomes within South Africa, and some of the flora and fauna that can be found in each one.  

Year 5 
 

 

Local study  

 
Know that Walsall is an industrial town in the West Midlands of England. It is located 8 miles north-west of the city of Birmingham and 
6 miles east of the City of Wolverhampton.  
Walsall is part of the Black Country. 
Neighbouring Settlements in the borough include Darlaston, Brownhills, Willenhall, Bloxwich and Aldridge.   
`Use 4- & 6-figure grid references to locate Walsall and neighbouring settlements.  
Understand symbols and keys on a map of Walsall and then The Black Country.  
Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, 
including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies. 

World - Australia   Locate Australia on a map and identity the continent its in, identifying the position and significance of latitude, longitude and Equator, 
Northern/Southern Hemispheres, Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic/Antarctic Circles.  
Identify is the smallest continent.  
Know that Australia has 5 major coastal cities sydney, Melbourne, Perth, Brisbane and Adelaide but the capital city is Canberra.  
Know that Australia, Zealandia, and New Guinea are continental islands and locate on globes and atlases. 
Use eight-point compass references to describe and locate Australian territories and famous Australian landmarks, including Sydney Opera 



House, Sydney Harbour Bridge, Port Jackson Bay, Circular Quay and other examples of Human Geography.  
Located a range of physical geography using digital computer mapping including The Great Dividing Range in Australia, North Island 
Volcanic, The Australia Alps, Uluru, Shark Bay, Kakadu National Park, The Pinnacles, The Twelve Apostles, MacKenzie Falls, Blue 
Mountains, Bungle Bungle Range and The Great Barrier Reef.  
Know and recognise features of Australia’s Great Barrier Reef. Know the current threats to the Great Barrier Reef.  
Recognise the contribution of Albert Namatjira to Australia’s artistic heritage and as a pioneer of Aboriginal rights. 
Compare Walsall with a chosen area of Australia.  
Understand what trade links are and its impact on economies. Understand trade links between the UK and Australia. The UK is one 
of Australia's largest trading partners.  
Understand time zones around the world; know the difference in times between Australia and UK.  

Year 6 
 

 

World – Grand Canyon, Mexico, Amazon, 
China and The Alps  

Locate the Grand Canyon on a globe and atlas. Identify the continent its in, identifying the position and significance of latitude, longitude 
and Equator, Northern/Southern Hemispheres, Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic/Antarctic Circles.  
Discover how the Grand Canyon was formed over millions of years.  
Know what erosion means and explain some ways in which water erosion has helped form the Grand Canyon.  
Understand that there are different biomes found at different points within the Grand Canyon 
Consider ways in which the Grand Canyon is used Slides by humans, and how human behaviour has changed it.  
Know some ways in which the land at the Grand Canyon sustained the Havasupai’s way of life. Learn about the Havasupai and the 
Hualapai people. 

Locate Brazil and the Amazon.  
Explore the climate zones, rivers, biomes and vegetation belts of the Amazon Basin. 
Analyse physical and human geography statistics and present them in graphical form.  
Understand the importance of the Amazon rainforest.  
Report on the geographical impact of deforestation in the Amazon Basin. 
 
Identify and map the key cities and biomes of Mexico. 
Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography in Mexico. 
Explore and connect the human and physical landscapes of 3 Mexican fiestas. Know about the 3 fiestas (Day of the Dead, Guelaguetza, 
and Cinco de Mayo) from across Mexico and discover the human geography behind them. 
Learn about the varying vegetation biomes of Mexico and identify some of its key crops (sugar cane, wheat, tropical fruits). 



 
Know where China is in the world. Identify the continent its in, identifying the position and significance of latitude, longitude and Equator, 
Northern/Southern Hemispheres, Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic/Antarctic Circles. 
Locate and label the capital city, bordering countries and seas on a map of China 
Talk about some of the ways in which humans can affect the physical geography of a place.  
Give their own opinions and reasoning about the positive and negative impact humans have had on the physical geography of China.  
Understand the term ‘economic growth’. Explore China’s economic growth and its effect on the country 
Understand what the terms ‘tourist’ and ‘tourism’ mean 
Understanding of the positive and negative aspects that tourism can bring.  
Find out about the culture of China.  
 
 
Learn facts about the Alps, including where they are located. 
Study aerial maps and use Google Maps to become familiar with the heights of the mountains. 
Be able to recognise some of the features of the Alps, including recognising some glacial features. 
Recognise vegetation and climate of the Alpine mountains and compare life in the foothills. 
Become familiar with the countries with the Alps on their borders and study the lifestyle of those countries, including the effects of 
tourism. 
 
Understand world trade and reflect on the challenges of trade between countries.  

Earth matters - Mountains, rivers, and 
volcanoes 

Give the definition of a mountain.  
Find out how mountains are formed and where the major ranges in the world are.  
Use a range of sources to find out about a particular mountain. 
Identify common features of mountain environments 
Know that mountains have their own Climate because of their high altitude. Explain what a typical mountain climate might be like.  
Find out climate data for particular mountains.  
Investigate mountains as tourist destinations. 

Find out the positive and negative aspects of tourism in mountain environments. 

Understand and explain the water cycle. 
Understand why the water cycle is an important process on our planet 
Explain what a river is and know some of the features of a river.  



Explain the processes of erosion, transportation and deposition.  
Find out why rivers are important and describe some river uses.  
Support their points with statistics and specific data.  
Know about the causes of river pollution and the effect it has on the environment.  
Think about water pollution on local and global scales 
Investigate a river in detail including the effects on the environment and landscape.  
 

Describe and understand key aspects of volcanoes. 
Identify and name the layers of the Earth. 
Understand how tectonic plates work. 
Explain the link between plate tectonics and the formation of volcanoes. 
Understand where volcanoes are located in the world. 
Recognise the different traits of volcanoes, including dormant, extinct and active volcanoes. 
Discuss the inside of a volcano and understand the difference between magma and lava. 
Identify the different stages of a volcanic eruption. 

 


