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Intent of study 
The intention of our Music curriculum is to deliver a curriculum, which is accessible 

to all and designed to foster a passion for music both in respect to its appreciation and 

its creation. We nurture this progressively throughout the school by developing a 

competence in the reading of musical notation and apply this whilst developing 

proficiency in using key instruments: Steel Drums, Ukuleles and Keyboards. Alongside 

these key instruments we develop the children’s voice, teaching them to retain a wide 

variety of songs, with where possible accompanying Makaton. We aim to ensure that all 

pupils have a sufficient understanding of subject specific vocabulary and can 

confidently use when responding and reviewing own compositions and symphonies across 

a variety of cultures and historical periods. We provided opportunities across each 

academic year for the children to showcase their musical ability and use some of these 

performances to strengthen community links.     

 

Knowledge and understanding 

Our key stage one music curriculum intends to develop our children’s knowledge of 

different instrument families and to explore musical elements (pitch, duration, 

dynamics, tempo, texture and silence). Key stage two build upon this and move to 

eventually use particular piece of music (from Shake, Rattle and Roll by Joe Turner to 

Pachelbel’s Canon by Johann Pachelbel) to illustrate dynamic contrast and then 

replicate a similar style, mood and timbre in the class with real instruments. All 

children we gain the knowledge that music is produced in different ways and 

understand the impact and influence of time and place. Covering music and musical 

influence from current day pop music, which is familiar, to British music from the 

1960’s (The Beatles), to Disco music in the 1970’s (ABBA) and then America in the 

1950’s.  

 

Playing and preforming   

Playing instruments and preforming is a key theme in our Music Curriculum, 

providing real experiences to develop skills, grow in confidence and opening doors to 

becoming more accomplished musicians and instrumentalists. Throughout the school all 

children are provided with copious opportunities to sing and preform including 

Christmas Carol concerts, Young voices and Rock it concerts. In supporting this, we 

teach the children in EYFS and key stage one to use their voices expressively and plan 

for opportunities to explore and play a range of tuned and untuned instruments. This 

foundation is built upon in Key stage two where the children will learn to sing songs in 

unison, sing letter names in tune before playing them and to play musical instruments 

with increasing control and accuracy (Steel Drums, Ukuleles and Keyboards).  

Creating and composing  

We create and develop musical ideas in the early years and key stage one by giving the 

children opportunities and teaching them to create musical patterns, both exploring a 

steady pulse and rhythmic pattern using a range of percussion instruments and body 

percussion. This teaching will enable our older children to apply these skills to learn 

improvisation and developing rhythmic and melodic patterns. Leading to children’s own 

compositions, where children work with their peers to organise musical ideas with 

musical structures.   

Responding and reviewing  
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Our early music curriculum exposes our children to different styles of music which 

enable them to express own feelings and ideas to what they hear and with cross 

curricular links to Physical Education (P.E) coordinate expressive movements. In Key 

stage two we widen the breath of music (era and genre) the children are exposed too, 

teaching them to express own thoughts; describe what they hear by drawing upon 

subject specific knowledge articulating this by using their musical language and analyse 

and compare pieces of music.   

Throughout the school children reflect on improvements to own musical work, with our 

older children additionally assessing the work of their peers, linking it to its intend 

effect using acquired knowledge.  

 
Implementation:  
 
A specialist Music teacher teaches music weekly as a discrete lesson. In addition to this 
we have weekly phase singing assemblies and extra curricular small group music tuition 
with a woodwind focus. A school choir adds further opportunities to nurture musical 
talents and for showcasing ability.  
 
 As part of the planning process, our specialist music teacher needs to plan the 

following: 

• Key treads underpin the Music Curriculum  

• Follow the high level plans set out by the subject leader and ‘Rock it’ that show 
progression across all key stages.  

• Use the whole school curriculum progression and vocabulary overviews to ensure all 
children have access to key knowledge, language and meanings in order to 
understand and readily apply to their work in Music and across the wider 
curriculum. 

• Link live performances to areas of study.   

• Use questioning throughout each lesson as away to assess and support the musical 
and creative process.  

• Regular knowledge checks to support learners’ ability to block learning and increase 
space in the working memory.  

• Educational trips and visitors where applicable links to Music will be made to 
develop the children’s learning experiences. 

• A means to showcasing and celebrate the pupils’ music achievements.  
 
 
 

Impact:  
 
Our Music curriculum aims to improve all children in their own ability to preform, 
compose, elevate, develop their appreciation for music and grow in self confidence, not 
only though the knowledge, vocabulary and skills taught, but through the underpinning 
values and disciplines music promotes.  
 

Music assessment is on-going to inform our planning, lesson activities and 

differentiation. In relation to summative assessment all key stage 1 and 2 classes are 

entered into the London College of Music exams at the end of each academic year.  

In addition, we measure the impact of our curriculum through the following methods:  

• A celebration of learning for each term (Rock it Concerts) which demonstrates 
progression across the school;  

• Pupil discussions about their learning; which includes discussion of their thoughts, 
ideas, processing and evaluations of work. 
 
 


