
Topic/ Theme – Autumn 

Key vocabulary: 

 Seasons 

 Leaves 

 Temperature 

 Rustling 

 Weather vocab (windy, rain, 
cloudy, sun) 

 Crunchy 

 Hibernate 

 Colour words (red, brown, 
orange, green) 

 
 

What do we want children to learn? 

 The names of the seasons 

 The order of the seasons 

 The changes that occur during 
Autumn – the leaves fall off the 
trees, the leaves change colour, the 
temperature gets colder) 

 Use vocabulary related to the 
weather (see vocab list) to be able 
to describe the weather each day.  

 Animals that hibernate (squirrels, 
mice, hedgehogs) 

 How animals prepare for 
hibernation (eat extra food to 
store fat, store and collect food) 

 Create representations of animals 
through drawing, painting and 
collage. 

 Explore colours we see in Autumn 
and how colours change when 
mixed together 

Links to Prior learning: 

 Weather and 
how the 
weather 
changes each 
day 

 Names of 
animals 

 Weather 
vocabulary 
words 

Links to National Curriculum subjects: 

 History – being able to use 
words such as yesterday to talk 
about thing that have happened 
in the past. Ability to compare 
past events and present.  

 Science – We will look at 
changes that are happening to 
plants and the weather. (Plants 
lose their leaves, the 
temperature gets colder, animals 
prepare for hibernation) Seasons 
and changes – We will talk 
about signs of Autumn and how 
it is different to other seasons. 
(leaves fall off trees, leaves 
change colour, temperature gets 
colder) 

 Geography – Autumn – we will 
learn about what happens to the 
world around us in Autumn. 
(Autumn is after Summer and 
before Winter)  

 Art – Collage pictures of 
animals such as hedgehogs and 
squirrels using a variety of 
materials, to explore colours and 
how colours change when mixed 
together, create representations 
of animals through drawing 

Underpinning Knowledge: 

 Names of some animals 

 Understanding of what weather 
means and some vocabulary 
related to weather 

 Understanding of colours 

Links to future learning: 

 Exploring 
different 
seasons as they 
happen. 

 Animal 
habitats – 
woodland 
animals 

 Weather 
vocabulary 

 Noticing 
changes in the 
environment 
around them 
throughout the 
year.  

Implementation: 

 Looking at the outdoor 
environment to notice changes to 
the trees on the playground. 

 Discussing the weather each day 
(how has the temperature 
changed, what is the weather like 
today compared to yesterday – 
rain, cloudy, sunny, windy) 

 Art activities creating pictures of 
animals that hibernate using 
drawing, painting and collage. 

 Researching animals that 
hibernate and how they prepare 
for this through reading 
information online and in books.  



and painting, using pastels to 
draw vegetable pictures.  

 


