
Topic/ Theme – Diwali  

Key vocabulary: 

 Diwali  

 Light and dark 

 Rama  

 Sita 

 Diva lamp  

 Celebration  

 Hindu  

 Rangoli  

 Mehndi  
 

 
 

What do we want children to learn? 

 What is Diwali? 

 Who celebrates Diwali? 

 What is a diva lamp and why 
are they used? 

 Who are Rama and Sita and 
what is the Diwali story? 

 What is Rangoli and why is it 
used? 

 What is Mehndi? 

 How do people celebrate Diwali? 
 

Links to Prior learning: 

 People belong 
to different 
religions 

 What their 
own religion is 

 We each have 
different 
celebrations 
and traditions 
such as Eid 
and Christmas 
 

Links to National Curriculum subjects: 

 History – Why do people light 
Diva lamps?- We will look at 
the Diwali story and why it is 
celebrated.  

 Science – Magnets – We will 
explore which items are magnetic 
and be able to sort magnetic 
and non-magnetic items. We 
will talk about materials.  
Light and Dark – we will 
discuss differences between light 
and dark. We will look at how 
we can create light.  

 Geography – Diwali – We will 
look at where India is on a map 
compared to England. We will 
discuss how we would get to 
India. We will discuss how they 
celebrate Diwali in India.  

 Art – use clay to sculpt and 
model diva lamps. Create 
Rangoli and Mendhi patterns.  

Underpinning Knowledge: 

 To understand that there are 
different religions 

 To know that different people/ 
cultures celebrate different things 

 To know some of the traditions 
associated with celebrating 
different festivals 

 

Links to future learning: 

 To begin to 
understand 
different 
religions and 
have more 
knowledge 
about 
Hinduism.  

 To understand 
different 
religious 
celebrations 
 

Implementation: 

 Discussing what is Diwali and who 
celebrates it 

 Discuss the Hindu religion and 
look at religious symbol 

 Read the story of Rama & Sita 
and discuss what happens in the 
story 

 Explain what a diva lamp is and 
why they are lit 

  Look at different Rangoli patterns 
and Mehndi patterns and discuss 
why they are used. 

 Create own Rangoli and Mendhi 
patterns.  

 


