
Topic/ Theme – Space 

Key vocabulary: 

 Gravity 

 Astronaut 

 Space Craft 

 Orbit 

 Moon 

 Names of Planets – Mercury, 
Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, 
Saturn, Uranus, Neptune 

 Solar System 

 Planet 

 Asteroid 

 Solar Eclipse 

 Star  

 Sun 
 

What do we want children to learn? 

 The names of the planets in our 
Solar System 

 Some interesting facts about the 
planets such as Saturn has 7 
rings, Earth is the planet where 
we live, Mars is known as the red 
planet (led by children and their 
interest in different planets) 

 Simple facts about the moon 
landings – name of astronauts, 
space craft.  

 A simple understanding of 
gravity. 

 What is in our Solar System – 
planets, stars, sun, moon.  

 A simple understanding of solids, 
liquids and gases.  

Links to Prior learning: 

 Weather and 
how the 
weather 
changes each 
day 

 Changing 
states of solids, 
liquids and 
gases. 

 Understanding 
that things 
happened in 
the past. 

 Vocabulary 
used such as 
sun, moon and 
stars (Day and 
Night) 

Links to National Curriculum subjects: 

 History – Moon landings – We 
will watch a video of the moon 
landings and find out the 
names of the astronauts. We 
will learn new facts about the 
moon landings. (Neil Armstrong 
was the first man on the moon, 
his famous saying, watch a 
video of the moon landings, no 
gravity in space) 

 Science – We will learn the 
names of the planets and simple 
facts about them. (Saturn has 
7 rings around it, Mars is 
known as the red planet, there 
are 8 planets, we live on Earth) 
Exploring gravity – We will talk 
about what gravity means. We 
will watch videos of space where 
there is zero gravity. (Gravity is 
what keeps us on the ground 
and makes objects fall to the 
ground) 
Changes of state – We will 
explore different states and sort 
materials into solids, liquids and 
gases. (water is a liquid, ice is a 
solid, a star is a gas) 

 Geography – We will discuss 
the weather daily and talk 
about how the weather is 
changing throughout the season. 

Underpinning Knowledge: 

 Understanding of space and that 
there are other planets. 

 Some vocabulary relating to space 
such as sun, moon, stars.  

  

Links to future learning: 

 How materials 
change. 

 Changes of 
seasons and 
weather. 

 Understanding 
that things 
happen in the 
past.  

 Modes of 
travel.  

Implementation: 

 Watching videos of the moon 
landings and discussing names of 
the astronauts and space craft.  

 Acting out the moon landings and 
famous sayings from Neil 
Armstrong. 

 Researching and discussing gravity 
and watching videos of zero 
gravity to see differences.  

 Exploring different materials in 
different states and sorting them 
into solids, liquids and gases.  

 Researching different planets and 
discussing facts – making fact 
books about planets.  

 Learning songs and rhymes to 
help us remember the names of 
the planets.  

 Completing art and DT activities.  



(leaves are changing colour, 
leaves are falling off the trees, 
temperature is getting colder, 
use words yesterday, today, 
tomorrow) 

 Art/ DT – Create 
representations of space craft 
through junk modelling, explore 
colours and textures when 
painting pictures of the planets, 
create representations of 
characters from a story through 
drawing and painting, design 
underpants for the aliens.  

 


