
Theme  History knowledge overview 2020-21 
 

Changes in living memory  
Homes  
Toys  

Know and describe changes in: toys, food and music. 
Know and describe changes in homes. 
Know and describe changes and development in transport, railways,, cars and  aeroplanes. 
 

Bonfire Night  Know when Bonfire night is. 
Know who Guy Fawkes and the other plotters were. 
Know that James I was king at the time of the plot. 
Understand why the Gunpowder plot is remembered. 

Great fire of London Know when the fire started. 
Know and understand the causes of the fire and why it spread so rapidly. 
Know and understand the impact of the fire on how buildings were built. 

Florence Nightingale and Mary 
Seacole  
 

Know who Florence Nightingale was and be able to order the events in her life. 
Understand the importance of Florence Nightingale. 
Know and understand how hospitals regressed during the war and Nightingale’s work to improve this. 
Know who Mary Seacole was, learn about her work and understand her importance in history. 

We are Britain  
Castles  
 

To know what ‘monarchy’ means. 
To know who the Queen and members of the royal family are. 
Know the chronology of the monarchy. 
 
 

Year 2 
 

 

Local Area  Observe through photographs how Walsall has changed through the years. 
Know who Sister Dora was and understand her importance to the people in Walsall. 



Know how Sister Dora helped people in Walsall. 
Changing in living memory  
A day in the life 
Transport  

Know and describe changes in: housing, clothing, schools, entertainment, technology , communication methods, toys, food and 
music. 
Know and describe changes and development in transport: canals, railways,trams, cars, aeroplanes and space travel. 
 

Moon landings  To know the date of the first successful mission to the moon. 
To know the names of Neil Armstong, Buzz Aldrin and Michael Collins and their roles in the Space mission. 
To know what they did when they got to the moon and how we know. 
To know how they travelled to the moon. 

Beside the seaside  Know what seaside holidays in the past were like. 
Know about the growth of seaside holidays during the Victorian period. 
Understand how seaside holidays have changed. 
Know and be able to describe how transport, entertainment and clothes have changed. 

Year 3 
 

 

Aztecs Know who the Aztecs were and learn about their link to chocolate. 
Learn about the demise of the Aztecs. 

Stone Age to Iron Age Know and understand the chronology of Stone Age to Iron Age. 
Know and be able to name the tools used by early man. 
Know that cave paintings were used. 
Understanding what we can learn from cave paintings. 
Learn about different homes from the Palaeolithic, Mesolithic and Neolithic periods. 
Learn about Stone Age diet and how it changed. 
Know about Stonehenge and learn why it was built. 

Ancient Egypt Know the chronology of Ancient Egypt and understand where it fits into history. 
Know about Hieroglyphs and understand that it was a form of communication. 

Understand the process of mummification. 
Name the canopic jars and the part of the body they protected. 
Understand the importance of the River Nile for the Ancient Egyptians. 
Know and understand the Egyptians belief in the Afterlife. 



Understand the importance of Howard Carter’s discovery. 

Learn about the pyramids. 
Year 4 
 

 

Ancient Greece Chronologically order the events in Ancient Greece. 
Learn how relevant historical information tells us about events in Ancient Greece. 
Understand the differences between ancient and modern times. 
Understand dates BC and AD and what they mean. 
Compare life today to that of the Ancient Greeks. 
Understand what we can learn about life in Athens from pottery. 
Learn and understand how the Ancient Greeks have impacted life today. 
Learn about what life was like in Ancient Greece. 
Know why Ancient Greeks were good in battle. 
 

The Tudors Know about the Battle of Bosworth. 
Understand the significance of the White Rose and the Red Rose. 
Learn how the Tudors came to power. 
Be able to name the members of the Tudor royal family. 
Know the punishments given for different crimes. 
Learn about the Armada, the route it took and the consequences of it. 
Learn about the formation of the Church of England and understand how it has shaped our life today. 
Learn about Henry VIII, his wives and his link to the Protestant Church. 
Learn about explorations during Tudor times. 
Learn about William Shakespeare and understand his importance. 

Year 5 
 

 

World War 2 Sequence dates and events of WW2 in chronological order. 
Learn which countries were involved in WW2. 
Know and understand the reasons of the causes of WW2. 
Know what the phoney war was and what this meant for the people of Britain. 



Know about rationing and understand the impact on British life. 
Know about air-raids and understand what it was like to experience one. 
Know what evacuation was and what it entailed for evacuees. 
Know about the battle of Britain. 
Know about Winston Churchill and his importance. 
Know about Anne Frank and the holocaust. 
Know what VE day was and how it was celebrated. 

Walsall Local Area Study Know and understand the importance of the leather industry in Walsall. 
Romans, Anglo-saxons and 
Vikings 

Understand the chronology of the founding of Rome within western history. 
Read Roman numerals up to and over 1000. 
Read and understand dates on the timeline. 
Understand the legacy of the Romans which is apparent in Britain today. 
Know about the growth of the Roman empire. 
Know about life in the Roman army. 
Study artefacts and discover what they tell us about the Romans. 
Know who the Anglo-Saxons were and what life was like in Anglo-Saxon villages. 
Know about the Viking raids and the impact on Britain. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 6 
 

 

Mayan Civilisation Know the chronology of the Mayan civilization. 
Understand how logograms and hieroglyphs were used. 
Learn about Maya numerals and their maths system. 
Know about the organization of Mayan cities. 



Know about Mayan trade and how they transported goods. 
Know the creation story of the Hero twins. 
Know about the tool technology of Maya. 

The Victorians Know who the Victorians were and their chronology. 
Know who Queen Victoria and Prince Albert were. 
Understand the importance of Queen Victoria’s long reign.  
Know and understand the importance of Victorian industrialization. 
Know that people moved from the countryside to the towns and the reasons for this were because of industrialization. 
Learn about the development of the railways and their importance. 
Know about Victorian workhouses. 
Know what Victorian schools were like. 
Understand the contrast between rich and poor during the Victorian period. 

 


