
			
Vocabulary  

Cartographer  somebody who draws and produces maps 

compass points  

 

any of the main points of a compass: north, south, east, 

west, north-east, north-west, south-east, south-west  

grid reference  

 

a grid reference tells you where something is on a map.  

key the key on a map or diagram is a list of the symbols used 

and their meanings 

landmark a building or feature which is easily recognised 

landscape everything you can see when you look across an area of 

land, including hills, rivers, buildings, trees, and plants. 

population  all the people who live in a country or area 

topographical  the physical features of an area of land, for example its 

hills, valleys and rivers.  

Human geography features of land that have been impacted by human 

activity 

Physical geography natural features of land 

Geography skills 
 		
Key threads 	
Locational knowledge 
and navigating 
around the world.  

Place knowledge 
Local, UK and 
wider world, making 
comparisons  
 

Human and 
physical geography 
 
 

Geographical skills 
and fieldwork 

	Diagram – Layers of the Rainforest  Animals of the Rainforest – including description, location, and key facts! 

  

Harpy Eagle 

 

Harpy eagles are the largest and most powerful raptors 
found in the rainforest. Harpy eagles perch on emergent 
trees scanning the canopy for prey, for example sloths 

and monkeys. They are occasionally eaten by snakes and 
jaguars. 

South/Central 
America 
Emergent 

Length:  
approx. 1m 
Weight: 

approx. 6kg 

Morpho Butterfly 

 

Morpho butterflies are several species that are known for 
their bright colours and large size. They live for about 115 
days. Their low weight and ability to fly means that the 

emergent layer is perfectly safe for them. 

South/Central 
America 
Emergent 

Length:  
approx. 6cm 

Weight: 
approx. 1.5g 

 

Howler Monkey 

 

Howler monkeys are among the largest of the 
Central/South American monkeys. They are known for 
their exceptionally loud call, which can be heard 3 miles 

away! They mainly eat canopy leaves and fruits.  

South/Central 
America 
Canopy 

Length:  
approx. 1m (half of 

this is tail!) 
Weight: 

approx. 6kg 

Flying Fox Bat 

 

Flying fox bats are the largest bats in the world. They 
feed mainly on nectar, blossoms, pollen, and fruit. Unlike 

other bats, they don’t have echolocation. Instead, their 
sense of smell and eyesight are well-developed. 

Asia/ Australia/ 
Africa 
Canopy 

Length:  
approx. 40cm 

Weight: 
approx. 0.6kg 

   

Red-Eyed Tree Frog 

 

The red-eyed tree frog lives in areas of rainforest near 
inland water, e.g. rivers and ponds. When threatened, it 
opens its eyes, in an attempt to startle predators before it 

escapes. 

South/Central 
America 
Canopy 

Length:  
approx. 6cm 

Weight: 
approx. 10g Layers of the Rainforest  

 

Emergent Layer 
 

The emergent layer is the name given to the very tops 
of trees that grow above the canopy level. There is lots 

of sunshine and rainfall here, and only the strongest and tallest plants 
grow to this height. Anything above 45 metres (150 feet) are emergent, 
however some trees can grow to a massive 70 metres (230 feet)! Only 
some birds, bats, butterflies and small monkeys live here. 

Canopy 
 

The canopy is a dense layer of vegetation at around 
30-45 metres (100-150 feet). It is sometimes called 
the ‘ceiling’ of the rainforest, as it blocks a great deal of sunlight with 
its thick, overlapping leaves. As a result, the layers below the canopy level 
are often quite shaded. Lots of animals: e.g. insects, bats, birds and 
monkeys can be found in the canopy layer.  

 

Sloth 

 

Sloths are known for their exceptionally slow movement 
and for hanging upside down in trees. Their slow speed 

has evolved as a result of their low energy diet. 

South/Central 
America 
Canopy 

Length:  
approx. 70cm 

Weight: 
approx. 6kg 

Reticulated Python 

 

The reticulated python is the world’s longest snake and in 
the top 3 heaviest. They stalk the understory, looking both 
below and above for prey, such as small mammals and 

birds. 

Asia 
Understory Layer 

Length:  
approx. 4m 
Weight: 

approx. 50kg 

 

Bullet Ant 

 

These ants are known for their exceptionally painful 
sting. They live in colonies of a few hundred, and spend 

their days foraging in the undergrowth for nectar. 

South/ Central 
America 

Understory Layer 

Length:  
approx. 20mm 

Weight: 
approx. 3mg 

Unders tory/ Shrub Layer 
 

The understory level is a muddle of intertwining 
shrubs, young trees, vines, saplings, and palms. It is 

very hot and damp here, and the air very still. Compared to the canopy, 
plants here receive little sunlight. This lack of light limits the growth of 
plants, and so they must have special adaptations in order to survive 
here. For example, leaves on plants here tend to be much broader. 
Snakes, lizards and sloths are examples of animals living here. 

Fore s t F loor 
 

The forest floor is exceptionally hot and humid, due 
to the constant shade from the levels above. Despite 
this, the forest floor remains an important part of the rainforest’s eco-
system. The forest floor is where decomposition takes place – dead plants 
and animals are broken down and their nutrients recycled. Most of the 
largest animals of the rainforest live here, for example elephants, tigers, 
the tapir and the jaguar. 

 

Tapir 

 

Tapirs are large herbivores that are similar in shape to a 
pig, with a short nose trunk. Their diet consists of fruit, 

berries and leaves.  

South/ Central 
America/Asia 
Forest Floor 

Length:  
approx. 2m 
Weight: 

approx. 200kg 

Gorilla 
 

 

Gorillas are herbivores that dwell in the forests of 
central Africa. They mostly eat the leaves, stems, and 

shoots of the forest. The DNA of gorillas is around 97% 
identical to humans.   

Africa 
Forest Floor  

Length:  
approx. 1.6m 

Weight: 
approx. 160kg  

Where are the Rainforests? 
 

Rainforests are usually found between the Tropic of Cancer and the Tropic of 
Capricorn (the tropics), where it is close to the Equator. It is very warm and there is lots 

of rainfall. 
The biggest rainforest in the world is the Amazon rainforest in South America. These 

are the locations of the 10 largest rainforests in the world (not in order): Mexico, 
Venezuela, Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Suriname, Peru, Congo DRC, Indonesia, Papua New 

Guinea. 

 

Jaguar 

 

The jaguar is the largest carnivorous animal in South 
America. The jaguar enjoys swimming and is at the top 
of its food chain. They regularly eat deer, tapirs and 

small caiman. 

South/Central 
America 

Forest Floor 

Length:  
approx. 1.5m 

Weight: 
approx. 80kg 

 

 

Bengal Tiger 

 

The Bengal Tiger is one of the biggest tiger subspecies 
(tigers are the biggest cats in the world). It is a top 

carnivore, eating mainly chital, sambur and domestic 
livestock. There are approximately 2,500 left in the wild. 

Asia 
Forest Floor 

Length: 
approx. 2.7m 

Weight: 
approx. 300kg 

1900 – Rapid clearing in begins in 

Brazil. Whole state of Parana 

cleared in 30 years. 

1970 – Huge clearing for the 

Transamazon Highway. 

1880– The invention of the rubber 

tyre starts the ‘Amazon Rubber Boom.’ 

Before 1500– Deforestation is a feature of Amazonian life long before Europeans arrive 

around 1500. Indigenous peoples maintained extensive areas of agriculture, and cleared 

areas for living. 

Early 2000s– Amazon loses 

4.3 million hectares per 

year. 

Present Day – 289,000 sq. miles of 

Amazon lost. 100 years predicted no 

rainforest left. 

Emergent Layer 

Canopy 

Understory/ 
Shrub Layer 

Forest Floor 

Whole-school definition of Geography  

Geography is the study of places and the 

relationships between people and their environments.  

The Rainforest 	 
 		
Key threads 	
Locational knowledge 
and navigating 
around the world.  

Place knowledge 
Local, UK and 
wider world, making 
comparisons  
 

Human and 
physical geography 
 
 

Geographical skills 
and fieldwork 

	Diagram – Layers of the Rainforest  Animals of the Rainforest – including description, location, and key facts! 

  

Harpy Eagle 

 

Harpy eagles are the largest and most powerful raptors 
found in the rainforest. Harpy eagles perch on emergent 
trees scanning the canopy for prey, for example sloths 

and monkeys. They are occasionally eaten by snakes and 
jaguars. 

South/Central 
America 
Emergent 

Length:  
approx. 1m 
Weight: 

approx. 6kg 

Morpho Butterfly 

 

Morpho butterflies are several species that are known for 
their bright colours and large size. They live for about 115 
days. Their low weight and ability to fly means that the 

emergent layer is perfectly safe for them. 

South/Central 
America 
Emergent 

Length:  
approx. 6cm 

Weight: 
approx. 1.5g 

 

Howler Monkey 

 

Howler monkeys are among the largest of the 
Central/South American monkeys. They are known for 
their exceptionally loud call, which can be heard 3 miles 

away! They mainly eat canopy leaves and fruits.  

South/Central 
America 
Canopy 

Length:  
approx. 1m (half of 

this is tail!) 
Weight: 

approx. 6kg 

Flying Fox Bat 

 

Flying fox bats are the largest bats in the world. They 
feed mainly on nectar, blossoms, pollen, and fruit. Unlike 

other bats, they don’t have echolocation. Instead, their 
sense of smell and eyesight are well-developed. 

Asia/ Australia/ 
Africa 
Canopy 

Length:  
approx. 40cm 

Weight: 
approx. 0.6kg 

   

Red-Eyed Tree Frog 

 

The red-eyed tree frog lives in areas of rainforest near 
inland water, e.g. rivers and ponds. When threatened, it 
opens its eyes, in an attempt to startle predators before it 

escapes. 

South/Central 
America 
Canopy 

Length:  
approx. 6cm 

Weight: 
approx. 10g Layers of the Rainforest  

 

Emergent Layer 
 

The emergent layer is the name given to the very tops 
of trees that grow above the canopy level. There is lots 

of sunshine and rainfall here, and only the strongest and tallest plants 
grow to this height. Anything above 45 metres (150 feet) are emergent, 
however some trees can grow to a massive 70 metres (230 feet)! Only 
some birds, bats, butterflies and small monkeys live here. 

Canopy 
 

The canopy is a dense layer of vegetation at around 
30-45 metres (100-150 feet). It is sometimes called 
the ‘ceiling’ of the rainforest, as it blocks a great deal of sunlight with 
its thick, overlapping leaves. As a result, the layers below the canopy level 
are often quite shaded. Lots of animals: e.g. insects, bats, birds and 
monkeys can be found in the canopy layer.  

 

Sloth 

 

Sloths are known for their exceptionally slow movement 
and for hanging upside down in trees. Their slow speed 

has evolved as a result of their low energy diet. 

South/Central 
America 
Canopy 

Length:  
approx. 70cm 

Weight: 
approx. 6kg 

Reticulated Python 

 

The reticulated python is the world’s longest snake and in 
the top 3 heaviest. They stalk the understory, looking both 
below and above for prey, such as small mammals and 

birds. 

Asia 
Understory Layer 

Length:  
approx. 4m 
Weight: 

approx. 50kg 

 

Bullet Ant 

 

These ants are known for their exceptionally painful 
sting. They live in colonies of a few hundred, and spend 

their days foraging in the undergrowth for nectar. 

South/ Central 
America 

Understory Layer 

Length:  
approx. 20mm 

Weight: 
approx. 3mg 

Unders tory/ Shrub Layer 
 

The understory level is a muddle of intertwining 
shrubs, young trees, vines, saplings, and palms. It is 

very hot and damp here, and the air very still. Compared to the canopy, 
plants here receive little sunlight. This lack of light limits the growth of 
plants, and so they must have special adaptations in order to survive 
here. For example, leaves on plants here tend to be much broader. 
Snakes, lizards and sloths are examples of animals living here. 

Fore s t F loor 
 

The forest floor is exceptionally hot and humid, due 
to the constant shade from the levels above. Despite 
this, the forest floor remains an important part of the rainforest’s eco-
system. The forest floor is where decomposition takes place – dead plants 
and animals are broken down and their nutrients recycled. Most of the 
largest animals of the rainforest live here, for example elephants, tigers, 
the tapir and the jaguar. 

 

Tapir 

 

Tapirs are large herbivores that are similar in shape to a 
pig, with a short nose trunk. Their diet consists of fruit, 

berries and leaves.  

South/ Central 
America/Asia 
Forest Floor 

Length:  
approx. 2m 
Weight: 

approx. 200kg 

Gorilla 
 

 

Gorillas are herbivores that dwell in the forests of 
central Africa. They mostly eat the leaves, stems, and 

shoots of the forest. The DNA of gorillas is around 97% 
identical to humans.   

Africa 
Forest Floor  

Length:  
approx. 1.6m 

Weight: 
approx. 160kg  

Where are the Rainforests? 
 

Rainforests are usually found between the Tropic of Cancer and the Tropic of 
Capricorn (the tropics), where it is close to the Equator. It is very warm and there is lots 

of rainfall. 
The biggest rainforest in the world is the Amazon rainforest in South America. These 

are the locations of the 10 largest rainforests in the world (not in order): Mexico, 
Venezuela, Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Suriname, Peru, Congo DRC, Indonesia, Papua New 

Guinea. 

 

Jaguar 

 

The jaguar is the largest carnivorous animal in South 
America. The jaguar enjoys swimming and is at the top 
of its food chain. They regularly eat deer, tapirs and 

small caiman. 

South/Central 
America 

Forest Floor 

Length:  
approx. 1.5m 

Weight: 
approx. 80kg 

 

 

Bengal Tiger 

 

The Bengal Tiger is one of the biggest tiger subspecies 
(tigers are the biggest cats in the world). It is a top 

carnivore, eating mainly chital, sambur and domestic 
livestock. There are approximately 2,500 left in the wild. 

Asia 
Forest Floor 

Length: 
approx. 2.7m 

Weight: 
approx. 300kg 

1900 – Rapid clearing in begins in 

Brazil. Whole state of Parana 

cleared in 30 years. 

1970 – Huge clearing for the 

Transamazon Highway. 

1880– The invention of the rubber 

tyre starts the ‘Amazon Rubber Boom.’ 

Before 1500– Deforestation is a feature of Amazonian life long before Europeans arrive 

around 1500. Indigenous peoples maintained extensive areas of agriculture, and cleared 

areas for living. 

Early 2000s– Amazon loses 

4.3 million hectares per 

year. 

Present Day – 289,000 sq. miles of 

Amazon lost. 100 years predicted no 

rainforest left. 
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Whole-school definition of Geography  

Geography is the study of places and the 

relationships between people and their environments.  

The Rainforest 	 

Satellite 

view of our 

school 

Vocabulary 
atlas book of maps 

biome a natural area of the living world which has its own climate,             
vegetation and animals  

capital city the city where the government sits. London is the capital city of 
England and the UK. 

city a large town. London is a city. 
climate the general weather conditions that are typical of a place 
climate 
zone 

sections of the Earth that are divided according to the climate. 
There are three main climate zones; polar, temperate and tropical. 

coasts an area of land that is next to the sea  
compass 
points 

any of the main points of a compass: north, south, east, west, 
north-east, north-west, south-east, south-west  

continent a very large area of land that consists of many countries. Europe is 
a continent. 

country an area of land that is controlled by its own government. 

desert a large area of land, usually in a hot region, where there is almost 
no water, rain, trees, or plants  

equator an imaginary line around the middle of the Earth at an equal            
distance from the North Pole and the South Pole.  

globe a ball-shaped object with a map of the world on it  
human                  
geography features of land that have been impacted by human  activity 

landmark a building or feature which is easily recognised  
language the communication of a particular country or people  
ocean one of the five very large areas of salt water on the Earth's  surface 
physical                          
geography natural features of land  

population all the people who live in a country or area 
sea a large area of salty water that is part of an ocean  
tectonic relating to the structure of the Earth's surface or crust.  
temperate a place which is never extremely hot or extremely cold 

tourist a person who is visiting a place for pleasure and interest, especially 
when they are on holiday.  

trade the activity of buying, selling, or exchanging goods or services   

tropical 
parts of the world that lie between the imaginary lines;  Tropic of 
Cancer and the Tropic of Capricorn. The tropics have a humid    
climate, where the weather is hot and damp. 

tundra a flat layer of land where the top layer is frozen. There is hardly any 
vegetation. 

vegetation plants, trees and flowers 

Wells Hall Primary School - Geography  
Topic: Countries and Cities of the 

World 
Phase: 

KS2 
Strand: Locational Knowledge / Human and 

Physical Geography 
What should I already know? 

 The village I live in is called Great Cornard (Suffolk, England) 
 Suffolk is in England, which is a country.   
 England, which is in the United Kingdom, is in the continent of Europe. 
 The seven continents (including Europe) and five oceans. 
 The similarities and differences between Great Cornard and Nairobi, 

the capital city of Kenya. Kenya is in the continent of Africa. 
 Human and physical geographical features of the state of California, 

USA, which is in the continent of North America. 
 The main climate zones across the world and the biomes that can be 

found there. 

France 

Egypt 

Russia 

Brazil 

United 
States of 
America 
(USA) 

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 
 Find the countries using a map, an atlas and a globe. What are the skills 

you need to use each of these? 
 Compare the human and physical geographical features of the countries 

saying how they are similar and different. How can you present this         
information in different ways (e.g. Carroll and Venn diagrams) 

 Research the different climate zones in each country. 
 Research the average temperature for each of the countries and create a 

chart to show this. 
 Observe aerial view photographs to compare countries and climate zones 
 Use the compass points to describe the countries in relation to each 

other. 

What will I know by the end of the unit?  
Country Capital City Continent Human Geography Physical Geography 

France Paris Europe 

 famous landmarks: Eiffel Tower, Disneyland  
 trade - farming, fashion, wine 
 high levels of tourism  
 Main language: French 

 mountain ranges including the Alps 
 rivers , including the Seine 
 warm summers and cool winters (temperate) 
 has coasts on the English Channel 

Russia Moscow Europe 

 famous landmarks: St Basil’s Cathedral 
 trade - energy (oil, gas and coal) 
 largest population in Europe 
 Main language: Russian 

 largest country in Europe by land 
 due to its size, there are many climate zones 
 has a coast on the Arctic Ocean - this part of 

Russia consists of a tundra biome 

United 
States of 
America 

(USA) 

Washington 
DC 

North         
America 

 famous landmarks: the White House in Washington DC and 
the Statue of Liberty in New York 

 trade - farming, technology, tourism 
 high levels of tourism 
 divided into states 
 Main language: English 

 mountain ranges including the Rocky Mountains 
 Niagara Falls, waterfall 
 due to its size, there are many climate zones 

including deserts and Arctic tundra 
 has coasts on the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans 
 lies on the edge of a tectonic plate 

Brazil Brasilia South          
America 

 famous landmarks: the Christ the Redeemer statue  
 famous for the carnival held in Rio de Janeiro 
 trade - sugar, coffee 
 Main language: Portuguese 

 Amazon rainforest biome and river 
 tropical climate 
 Lies on the line of the equator 
 Coasts on the Atlantic Ocean 

Egypt Cairo Africa 

 famous landmarks: the Great Pyramid of Giza 
 Suez Canal joins the Mediterranean and Red Seas 
 popular for tourists due to hot weather and pyramids 
 Main language: Arabic 

 hot, dry climate - consists of desert biomes 
 River Nile  
 coasts on the Mediterranean and Red Seas 
 Lies on the line of the Tropic of Cancer 

OS map   

We are 

here  

17/08/2021 Google Maps

https://www.google.com/maps/@52.5884675,-2.0012883,114m/data=!3m1!1e3 1/1

Imagery ©2021 Bluesky, Getmapping plc, Infoterra Ltd & Bluesky, Maxar Technologies, The GeoInformation Group, Map data
©2021

20 m 

Vocabulary 
cartographer somebody who draws and produces maps 
city a large town. London is a city. 
coastal an area of land close to the sea 

compass points any of the main points of a compass: north, south, east, west, north-east, north-west, south-east, 
south-west  

country an area of land that is controlled by its own government. 
county a region of Britain or Ireland which has its own local government  
human features features of land that have been impacted by human activity 
landmark a building or feature which is easily recognised  

landscape everything you can see when you look across an area of land, including hills, rivers,  buildings, trees, 
and plants.  

physical features natural features of land  
population all the people who live in a country or area 
rural places that are far away from large towns or cities  
topographical  the physical features of an area of land, for example its hills, valleys, and rivers  
urban belonging to, or relating to, a town or city  

Wells Hall Primary School - Geography  
Topic: Counties and Cities of the UK Phase: KS2 Strand: Locational Knowledge / Human and Physical Geography 

What should I already know? 
 The village I live in is called Great Cornard, which is in Suffolk. There are villages and 

towns in Suffolk, some of which are coastal. 
 Suffolk is in England, which is a country. England, which is in the United Kingdom, is 

in the continent of Europe. 
 The capital cities of the four countries that make up the United Kingdom and their 

characteristics. 
 The surrounding seas of the United Kingdom. 
 Land-use patterns in the local area and how they have changed over time. 
 The terms urban and rural and use them to describe areas of the UK. 
 How to locate places using four figure grid references. 
 How to identify features such as hills, mountains, coasts and rivers on a map.  

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 
 Use aerial photographs to compare land use in Suffolk and land use in London or             

another major city. Create a key using symbols to show what different features are. 
 Study Ordnance Survey topographical maps to plot land use patterns and features of 

counties of the UK.  
 Research how the population of Suffolk has changed over time. Present this in a graph. 

Compare this to a similar graph showing the population of London. 
 Compare urban and rural areas using six-figure grid references. 
 Compare different sources for population numbers. Which is the most reliable? Why is 

it hard to measure population? 
 Use the National Grid to identify where different counties are using six-figure grid               

references. 

Newcastle 

London 

Cambridge 

Manchester 

Plymouth 

Bristol 

Liverpool 

Characteristics of the UK  
Landmarks Physical Features 

 
 
 
 
Canterbury                    Stonehenge 
Cathedral        
 
 
 
 
Angel of the North      Clifton  
                                       Suspension           
                                       Bridge 
 
 
 
 
Roman Baths               Edinburgh Castle 

 
 
 
 

River Severn              Ben Nevis 
 
 
 
 
 
Lake District             White Cliffs of  
                                    Dover 
 
 
 
 
Land’s End                  The Needles 

Largest cities of the UK  
(by population)* 

City Region 
Approximate 
population 

Greater London 8,674,000 

West Midlands 2,834,000 

Greater       2,756,000 

West Yorkshire 2,282,000 

North East 1,957,000 

Glasgow 1,804,000 

Liverpool 1,525,000 

Cardiff 1,505,000 

Sheffield 1,375,000 

Edinburgh 1,350,000 

*Office for National Statistics - Population 
Dynamics of UK City Regions 

Birmingham 


