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Prior knowledge (what we all ready know)   

- Muhammad is the prophet of the Islamic religion.   

- ·Prophet Muhammad was born in the city of Mecca   

- The Quran is the Islamic holy book.   

- Mecca is the holy city of Islam.   

- Muslims consider Mecca to be a sacred place and endeavour to take a pilgrimage to pay 

homage 

 

New Knowledge (what we are going to learn) 

- Place Baghdad in a spatial and temporal framework. 

- Understand what everyday life in Baghdad was like. 

- Baghdad was a great centre of learning over 750 years ago 

- Know about House of Wisdom and how it became a centre for learning drawn from far and wide 

- Learning varied was at the House of Wisdom 

- Some cultures did not value learning and books as highly as Baghdad did 

- Understand that sources sometimes raise more questions than they answer. 

- Gain knowledge about Ibn Battuta. 

- Appreciate how difficult travelling was at this time. 

- Have knowledge about the view of the world that people had at this time 

- Al-Zahrawi and understand why he is known as ‘The Father of Medicine’   

- Know where Arab ideas of medicine came from and how ideas spread across the world 

- Know the importance of written sources in studying the past 

- Consider what other artefacts can tell us about Baghdad 

 

Whole-school definition of History 

History is the study of the past, in particular the 

changes over time that have occurred within human 

society.   

 

Did you know?  

From the seventh to the thirteenth centuries 

CE, the Islamic Empire controlled vast 

stretches of Asia, Africa and Europe. Its 

extraordinary leaders, soldiers, scholars and 

scientists made the empire one of the most 

advanced civilisations the world had ever 

seen. The story of Islamic civilisation 

started with the birth of the Prophet 

Muhammad.  

 

 

Early Islamic 

Civilisations  

New vocabulary 

Baghdad - is the cap i ta l of the Middle Eastern 

country of Iraq. 

c iv i l i sa ti on - a group of people with their own 

languages and way of life.  

I s lam ic - a religion based on belief in Allah as the 

only God and in Muhammad the prophet of God.  

c i t i zen - a person who lives in a particular place 

archi t ec tur e - the design of buildings 

w i sdom - the ability to discern and judge which 

aspects of that knowledge are true, right, lasting, and 

applicable to your life 

expand - to make larger or wider. 

p i l gr image - a sacred journey, undertaken for a 

spiritual purpose. 

s cholar - a person who knows a great deal about one 

or more subjects 

art efact - objects that are made, used, or 

modified by humans and give us information about 

life in the past. 

evid ence - a sign which shows that something exists 

or is true 

 

                                

 

            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Knowledge Organiser: Early Islamic Civilisation 
 

Year 6     Term 1.1      History  
          

 Early Islamic Civilisation 

From the seventh to the thirteenth centuries CE, the Islamic Empire controlled vast stretches of 
Asia, Africa and Europe. Its extraordinary leaders, soldiers, scholars and scientists made the 
empire one of the most advanced civilisations the world had ever seen. The story of Islamic 
civilisation started with the birth of the Prophet Muhammad.  

Silk Road 

x The Silk Road was a vast trade network connecting 
Southern Europe, East Asia and East Africa via land and 
sea routes. It earned its name from Chinese silk, a highly 
valued commodity that merchants transported along 
these trade networks. 

x Advances in technology and increased political stability 
caused an increase in trade, and the opening of more 
trade routes allowed travellers to exchange many goods: 
animals, spices, wool, gold and ideas. 

    The map below shows the major routes that traders took along the ancient Silk 
Road.  

What you should already know: 

x Muhammad is the prophet of the Islamic religion.   
x Prophet Muhammad was born in the city of Mecca 
x The Quran is the Islamic holy book.  
x Mecca is the holy city of Islam. 
x Muslims consider Mecca to be a sacred place and 

endeavour to take a pilgrimage to pay homage.  

630 
Muhammad founded 
the religion Islam in 
Medina.  
 

570  
Birth of Muhammad  

 

613  
Muhammad begins to 
spread the word of Islam. 

 

622  
The Hijra  

 

624  
The Battle of Badr. 

 

637 
Islam spreads to Persia, 
Palestine, Syria, Iraq and Egypt. 

762 
Baghdad to be the capital 
of the Islamic Empire. 
 

767 
The Mansur 
Mosque is built. 
 

786 
House of Wisdom 
is founded. 

 

632 
Muhammad died.  
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          Greek                        Greek                  Founder of the 
       Philosopher                 Philosopher           House of Wisdom  
   (385 BC – 323 BC)       (428 BC – 348 BC)     (763 AD – 809 AD)   

 

The Round city of Baghdad 

The Round City of Baghdad is the original core of Baghdad, built 

by the Abbasid Caliph al-Mansur in 762–766 CE. Its official 

name in Abbasid times was The City of Peace. The famous library 

known as the House of Wisdom was located within its grounds.  

 

 

 

Websites you might find useful… 

¾ https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/history/muhammad_1.shtml 

¾ https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/texts/quran_1.shtml 

¾ https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/holydays/alhijra.shtml 

¾ https://www.bbc.com/education/clips/zv6sb9q 

 

Books you might find useful…                                          

                                     

 Early Islamic Civilisation        Early Islamic Civilization          Islamic 

Golden Age   

         Izzi Howell                        Claudia Martin                   Professor 

Beaver 

        

Key Vocabulary 

caliphate – An area ruled by a caliph, the chief Muslim religious and political 

leader. 

culture – The ideas and social behaviour of particular people or society.                            

empire – An extensive group of states or countries ruled over by a single monarch, 

an oligarchy, or a sovereign state.                                                                                               

Middle East – A region that generally includes Egypt, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, 

Cyprus, Syria, Lebanon, Iraq,, Israel, the West Bank, Libya, Jordan, Sudan, the Gaza 

Strip, Kuwait, Yemen, Oman, Bahrain, Qatar and the United Arab Emirates.                             

observatory – A building equipped for the study of the stars and planets.                         

Pagan – People who worship many gods.                                                                    

Quran –  The Islamic sacred book, believed to be the word of God as dictated to 

Muhammad by the archangel Gabriel and written down in Arabic.                                                      

religion – The belief in and worship of a superhuman controlling power, especially a 

personal God or gods.                                                                                                       

scholar – A scholar is a highly educated person.                                                            

trade - The action of buying and selling goods and services.  

 

 

House of Wisdom 

The House of Wisdom was built primarily as a library. The 

House became the home of ancient and modern wisdom during 

the Islamic Golden Age, preserving important works of 

scholarship from across Europe and the Middle East.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

Important Dates 
 
AD 637 

 
Islam spreads to Persia, 

AD 752 Baghdad is built to be the 
capital of the Islamic Empire. 
 

AD 936 Al-Zahrawi is born. He refines 
the science of surgery and 
invents many surgical 
instruments 

AD 786 The House of Wisdom is 
founded. 

AD 1258 Mongol invasion of Baghdad; 
House of Wisdom is destroyed 

Key People 
 
The Caliph 

 
The ruler who led the Caliphate 
and was considered as the 
successor of the Prophet 
Muhammad 

Al-Zahrawi Al-Zahrawi refined the science 
of surgery and invents many 
surgical instruments 

Harun Al-
Rashid 

AD 786 became Caliph  

Abu Bakr Caliph during AD 632 – 634  
 

Umar Caliph during  AD 634 – 644 
Uthman Caliph during AD 644 – 656 
Ali Caliph during AD: 656 - 661 

 
Muhammad Founded Islam when he 

believed he was hearing 
messages from God.  

Bagdad AD 752 


