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Themes 

family 

loneliness 

good manners 

Other books  to read 

 

What do these words mean? 

grocer   supper 

       mouthful      beer 

         teapot      cafe 

Characters 

the tiger 

Sophie 

Mummy and Daddy 

The s et t ing 

Sophie’s home Quest ions to think about… 

Look at the front cover. Do you think this book is a story or 

information about tigers? How do you know? 

What do you think the tiger has for his tea? 

Where do you think the tiger goes next? 

Maybe you cou ld… 

Find out what real tigers eat. 

Make a tiger mask 



	

Themes 

kindness 

sharing 

being helpful 

                      Other books  to read                          

 

What do these words mean? 

         scruffy      magnificent 

         proudly        cosiest 

        pavement  campsite 

Characters 

giant 

giraffe       goat 

mice        fox        dog 

The s et t ing 

the giant’s town Quest ions to think about… 

Can you think of any more stories by the same author? 

Look at the front cover. Why are all the animals looking up? 

Find out why the mice are sad.  

Maybe you cou ld… 

Design a new set of clothes for the 

giant. 

Make a map of the town. 



	

Themes 

Being grateful for 

what you have 

Other books  to read 

 

What do these words mean? 

         wise         titchy 

        grumble        larder 

        curious        shoved 

Characters 

a little old lady 

a wise old man 

lots of animals! 

The s et t ing 

the little old lady’s house Quest ions to think about… 

Look at the front cover. How do you think the lady feels? 

How many different animals go in the lady’s house? 

Find out where the hen lays an egg.  

Maybe you cou ld… 

Design a bigger home for the lady to 

live in with the animals. 

Find all the rhyming words. 



	

Themes 

family 

loneliness 

kindness to animals 

Other books  to read 

 

What do these words mean? 

shore   raged 

lonely  spotted 

       wondered      sneak 

Characters 

Noi 

Noi’s dad 

the whale 

The s et t ing 

An island and the sea Quest ions to think about… 

Look at the front cover. What do you think this story is about? 

What do you think Noi’s dad’s job is? 

Would you like to live on an island? Why? Why not? 

Explain how Noi’s life is different to yours. 

Maybe you cou ld… 

Find out about whales. 

Draw a pictiure of Noi and the whale. 



	

Themes 

bravery 

friendship 

Other books  to read 

 

What do these words mean? 

         trapped       curse 

          swish           cackled 

        golden locks      defeat 

Characters 

Rapunzel 

a witch 

a horse 

The s et t ing 

A tower in the forest Quest ions to think about… 

Who are the ‘goodies’ and ‘baddies’ in this story? 

Find some words in the story that are written in different      

sorts of letters. Why do you think they are like this? 

Why did the witch keep taking Rapunzel’s hair? 

Maybe you cou ld… 

Draw and colour, or paint, a picture 

in the style of Bethan Woollvin 

Watch the film ‘Tangled’ 



	

Themes 

bravery 

friendship 

care for others 

Other books  to read 

 

What do these words mean? 

         fierce       bristles 

        beastly       gnaws 

         yikes!      chuckle 

Characters 

 a wolf        a little girl 

      a witch       a troll 

a giant     and… someone else! 

The s et t ing 

a deep dark wood Quest ions to think about… 

Can you make a list of words to describe the wood? 

How would you describe the little girl in the story? 

What does “licking his chops” mean? Who does that in the story? 

Maybe you cou ld… 

make a wolf or troll mask 

think of other stories that are set in a 

wood 



	

Themes 

bravery 

friendship 

care for others 

Other books  to read 

 

What do these words mean? 

         shabby      hurled 

        scoffed       nostrils 

       clutching      plucked 

Characters 

 Jack        Jack’s mother 

   Milky White   the little man 

a giant and giantess    a hen 

The s et t ing 

Jack’s house and the giant’s castle Quest ions to think about… 

How did Jack’s mother feel at different points in the story?   

Why do you think she felt that way? 

How is this version of the story the same and different to other 

‘Jack and the beanstalk’ stories that you have heard? 

What does “licking his chops” mean? Who does that in the story? 

Maybe you cou ld… 

grow beans from seeds 

make finger puppets and retell the 

story 



	

Themes 

friendship and family 

loneliness 

Care for others in need 

Other books  to read 

 

What do these words mean? 

         seaweed    ancient 

          walrus    ruffle 

pattered       scooped 

Characters 

Noi 

Noi’s dad 

Grandma 

The s et t ing 

Grandma’s island Quest ions to think about… 

Have you ever been lost? How did you feel? 

Why would Grandma keep her teeth in a jar? 

Do you think Grandma was lonely living by herself? 

	

Maybe you could… 

find out about the first hot air balloon ride 

make up a story about what the “Grotlyn” 

did next 

 



	

Themes 

bravery 

trying new things 

changess 

Other books  to read 

 

What do these words mean? 

         clung          nope 

          fellow       first class 

        slow pace    risky 

Characters 

      a koala       dingoes 

     Wombat      kangaroos 

            a woodpecker 

The s et t ing 

a “wonderful place” in Australia Ques t i ons to think about… 

Would you like to live in this setting? Why? Why not? 

Do you think the other animals were good friends to Kevin?         

Explain your answer. 

Think of words to describe Kevin at the beginning of the story. Would 

you describe him in the same way at the end of the story? 

Maybe you cou ld… 

draw a picture of Kevin like Jim Field 

find out about the animals in this 

book 



	

Themes 

freedom 

imagination 

fears 

Other books  to read 

 

What do these words mean? 

         twisted    swirled 

          silk        scuttled 

        tandem     pantry 

Characters 

        Rubi       “Grotlyn” 

     Sam      Policeman Vickers 

        People in the town 

The se tt ing 

Rubi’s home and town Ques t i ons to think about… 

What do you think the ‘Grotlyn’ was escaping from? 

Do you think Rubi’s town might be a good place to live?              

Explain your answer. 

Do you think the ‘Grotlyn’ is a naughty character? Why? Why not? 

	

Maybe you could… 

find out about the first hot air balloon ride 

make up a story about what the “Grotlyn” 

did next 

 



	

Themes 

Thinking about the 

feelings of others 

Conflict and resolution 

Other books  to read 

 

What do these words mean? 

           quit        beige 

          stack      congratulate 

gorgeous       tattletale 

Character s 

Duncan 

Red, Purple, Beige, Grey, White, 

Black, Green, Yellow, Orange, Blue, 

Pink and Peach crayons 

The s et t ing 

Duncan’s classroom 
Ques t i ons to think about… 

Look at the front cover. Why do you think the crayons want to quit? 

If you were a crayon which colour would you like to be? Why? 

Why does Green Crayon like his work? 

Who is embarrassed and why? 

Maybe you could… 

write a letter to Duncan from Silver Crayon 

use a set of crayons to retell the story as a 

‘puppet’ show 

 



 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brink 
 

An edge or boundary. 
 

Craned 
 

To stretch out to see better. 
 

Immense 
 

Very great in size or amount.  
 

Homeward 
 

In the direction of home 

Toppled 
 

To cause to fall. 
 

Wallowing 
 

To spend time experiencing. 

Unfurled 
 

To cause to open. 

Astronomers 
 

One studying about space. 
 

Monstrosity 
 

A thing that is large and ugly. 
 

Stupendous 
 

So large that it amazes. 
 

Antics 
 

Strange act done for fun. 
 

Plunged 
 

To fall from a high place. 
 

Setting: The Iron Man is set in the English countryside and he 

is first discovered on a beach where he has crash landed. The 

monster is left in peace in a scrap metal yard 

 

Plot: This book tells the story of a curious giant Iron Man, who 
suddenly appears and begins to cause chaos in the countryside. 
A trap is set to try and stop the destruction this metal monster 
is causing. 
 
With the help of Hogarth, a young boy, the Iron Man is saved. 
Then, a terrible monster from outer space threatens the planet, 
the Iron Man finds a way to save the world.  

The Iron Man by Ted Hughes 

Important information  

Main characters  

The Iron Man: The strange. metal giant that has crash landed into 

a beach in England.  

Hogarth: A young boy who finds the Iron Man and fights to save 

him. 

  

Themes – Relating to PSHE   
Fear of the unknown 

Showing kindness 

Moral dilemmas  

Genre: Fantasy fiction  

“You are who you 

choose to be” 

Key vocabulary   



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tormented  To torture someone.  

Hackles  Hairs along an animal’s back.  

Remote  A place isolated from others.  

Veld  An area of grassy land.  

Solitary  Without anyone else.  

Intrusion  The act of wrongfully entering upon.  

Herd  A group of animals.  

Ravenously  Extremely hungry.  

Expelled  An area for a kind of bird.  

Khaki  A yellowish-brown colour.  

Flamboyant  

 

Having a noticeable quality that attracts a 
lot of attention.  

Pungent  Having a strong taste or smell.  

Surreal  Very strange or unusual.  

Dignified  To treat with respect.  

Setting: This story is set on a remote farm in South Africa, 

which is surrounded by wild animals, waterholes and a vast 

Savanna. Later, Bertie leaves for England for Boarding school.  

 

Plot: This book tells the story of Bertie who rescues an 
orphaned white lion cub in Africa. They are inseparable until 
Bertie is sent to boarding school far away in England and the 
lion is sold to a circus.  

Bertie promises that one day they will see one another again, 
but it is the butterfly lion which ensures that their friendship 
will never be forgotten.  

 

The Butterfly Lion by Michael Morpurgo 

Important information  

Main characters  

Bertie: Rescued the orphaned lion cub from Africa before being sent 
to boarding school in England.  
Millie: 
The orphaned lion cub: Saved by Bertie 

 

Themes – Relating to PSHE   
 Friendship 

Loyalty 

Hope  

Overcoming difficulties 

Perseverance   

  

Genre: General fiction  

“All my life I’ll think of 

you, I promise I will. I won’t 
ever forget you.” 

Key vocabulary   



 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rummaging  To search for a thing. 
 

Parchment  Strong and thick paper 

Befuddle To confuse  

Alchemy  A science used in Middle Ages. 
 

Banquet  A formal dinner party. 
 

Forbidden  To order not to do something. 
 

Conjured  To cause to appear by magic. 
 

Brandished  To wave in an excited manner. 
 

Triumph  A great or important victory. 
 

Quill  A pen made from a feather. 
 

Transfixed  To cause to be motionless. 
 

Transfigured  To change the appearance of. 

Setting:  
Hogwarts School for Witchcraft and Wizardry is a vast castle 
with many turrets and towers, which is perched high on a 
mountain next to deep lake. The Forbidden Forest is a dense 
and dark wood, which holds many mysterious creatures. 
Diagon Alley is a wizard or witches dream with magical shops 
selling bizarre yet wonderful items.  

  

Plot:  
This book tells the story of an orphaned boy, who has lived his 
life believing he was ordinary. Unwanted by his aunt and 
uncle, he lives in the cupboard under the stairs. Until one day, 
when an unexpected letter arrives and changes everything.  
 
Harry Potter learns that he is anything but ordinary – he is a 
wizard. Having never heard of Hogwarts School for Witchcraft 
and Wizardry, the help of a giant stranger called Rubeus 
Hagrid is needed to get Harry on his way to start his new 
adventure.  

 

Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone by J.K. Rowling  

Important information  

Main characters  

Harry Potter: A young wizard, who becomes a brave and loyal friend 
Rubeus Hagrid: Groundskeeper at Hogwarts, who becomes a close 
friend for Harry. 
Ron Weasley: Ron comes from a poor wizarding family and is Harry’s 
first and best friend  
Hermione Grainger: A perfectionist and gifted witch, who becomes 
Harry’s friend.  
Albus Dumbledore: The kind and wise head of Hogwarts. 
Severus Snape: The professor of Potions at Hogwarts. 
 

Themes – Relating to PSHE  
Believing in the impossible 

Resilience  
Relationships  
Determination   

 

Genre: Fantasy fiction  

“It takes a great deal of 

bravery to stand up to our 

enemies, but just as much 

to stand up to our friends.” 

Key vocabulary   



 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Air raid An attack in which bombs are dropped 
from aircraft on to a ground target. 

Evacuee Someone who has been sent away from a 
dangerous place to somewhere safe, 
especially during a war. 

Foreign Of, from, in or characteristic of a country 
or language other than one’s own. 

Jerry A German soldier 

Kindertransport  The operation to evacuate Jewish children 
from Nazi-controlled areas of Europe to 
the United Kingdom between 1938 and 
1940. 

Luftwaffe The German Air force. 

Nazis A member of a German fascist party 
controlling Germany from 1933 to 1945 
under Adolf Hitler.  

Ration  A fixed allowance of provisions or food, 
especially during a shortage. 

Refugee A person who has been forced to leave 
their country in order to escape war, 
persecution or natural disaster. 

Telegram A piece of paper with a message sent by 
electric wire in Morse code.  

Setting: The book is set in 1941, in the middle of World War II. 
The story begins in London, where the family live together in a 
small house. The children are then evacuated from London to 
a small village on the Devon coast called Budmouth Point. 
 

Plot: The story is about a girl named Olive, and her brother 
Cliff, who are suddenly evacuated from London to the safety to 
coastal Devon after a petrifying German air raid. 
 
It tells the story of how Olive develops new friendships and 
adapts to her new life by the sea while she suddenly become a 
lot more responsible. She gets involved in searching for her 
missing sister Sukie and become an amateur detective to work 
out the mysterious events which surround the lighthouse in 
Budmouth Point. 

Letters From the Lighthouse by Emma Carroll 

Important information  

Main characters  

Olive: Quick thinking and adventurous sister of Cliff and Sukie 

(12 years old) 

Cliff: Olive and Sukie’s youngest brother (8 years old) 

Sukie: Eldest sister of Cliff and Olive (17 years old)  

Esther: Another evacuee, who is heading for Devon. 

Ephraim: The lighthouse keeper in Budmouth Point 

Themes – Relating to PSHE   
Evacuation, war time, 

independence, bravery, love, 

life, loss, tolerance, fear, 

bereavement and prejudice.  
 

Genre: Historical fiction  

Wartime Phrases  
‘Keep Calm and Carry On’ 

‘Make Do and Mend’ 

‘Do Your Duty’ 

Key vocabulary   


