Special Educational Needs
School Information Report
“What we offer”
This is our Special Educational Needs School Information Report and details what we offer for
children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) in our school.

Please also refer to our SEND and Learning Policy, Admissions and Accessibility Plan
Link to Walsall Local Offer: https://go.walsall.gov.uk/the-send-local-offer
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How do you teach children or young people with
Special educational needs and disabilities?
At Reedswood E‐ACT Primary school, we have high expectations of all pupils. We believe in having high aspirations for all children and our
ambitious curriculum reflects this.
We provide our pupils with high quality teaching where learning is made accessible to meet the diverse needs of all pupils.
We follow the national curriculum for all pupils, but we may find that some pupils with Special Educational Needs (SEN) may require
modifications and further support through the use of scaffolds, pre‐teaching, small groups work and targeted provision.
For a minority of SEND pupils with more complex needs who may be unable to access some of the curriculum, there may be a focus on non‐
specific subject skills or a personalised curriculum that is in line with their Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) long and short term targets.
There are strategies and adaptions in the learning environment that we employ universally e.g. use of workstations for individuals, visual
timelines in every class and now/next boards to support transitions throughout the day.
We endeavour to make ‘reasonable adjustments’ in order to increase access to the taught curriculum for pupils with a disability.
Pupils who have been identified as having a special need will be placed on the SEND register. They will then have an Individual Education Plan
(IEP) written by their class teacher. This sets out short term goals in order to meet long term objectives. We plan targets that are specific,
measurable and achievable. These are reviewed each half term.
Targets are monitored and reviewed regularly, and parents are invited in termly to discuss their child’s IEP targets in addition to the regular
parents’ evenings and reports.
We strongly encourage the involvement of parent and carers at all stages of the SEND process; the child and their families are very much at the
heart of what we do.
What the legislation says…
SEND Code of Practice 2014 4.32: ‘Information about approaches to teaching, adaptations to the curriculum and the learning environment for

children and young people with SEN or disabilities and additional learning support for those with SEN.
SEND Regulations 2014 5(a): their approach to teaching of children and young people with special educational needs.
SEND Regulations 2014 5(b): ‘…how they adapt the curriculum and the learning environment for children and young people with special
educational needs or a disability’

How do you decide a child or young person has
special educational needs or disabilities?
We follow a graduated approach to assessing whether a pupil has special educational needs. We have a school process that involves assessing,
planning, implementing and reviewing pupils needs and progress.
Concerns about a child may be raised by parents/carers, teachers or the pupil’s previous school at any point with the SENCo, and the pupil will
then be monitored for a minimum of half a term.
As well as day to day assessments, we monitor and track pupils’ progress and attainment outcomes half termly. We may employ the services of
external professionals such as the educational psychologist or speech and language therapist to help make a decision on how best to support
your child.
The SENCo will also advise teachers in providing strategies to help the child. If progress is still insufficient or concerns remain, an internal referral
to the SENCo will made by staff detailing the concerns and strategies employed to date.
Once on the SEND register, pupils will be given individual targets for additional support on their area of need.
We believe in early identification of specific needs, and pupils may display additional needs in one of the four areas:
Communication and Interaction
Cognition and Learning
Social, Emotional and Mental health
Sensory and Physical
What the legislation says…
SEND Code of Practice 2014 4.32: ‘Arrangements providers have for identifying the particular SEN of children and young people.’
SEND Code of Practice 2014 4.34: ‘Schools must publish more detailed information about their arrangements for identifying, assessing and
making provision for pupils with SEN.’

SEND Code of Practice 2014 4.35: ‘The school‐specific information should relate to the schools’ arrangements for providing a graduated response
to children’s SEN. It should elaborate on the information provided at a local authority wide level in the Local Offer.’

What extras do you offer children or young people with
special educational needs?
Class teachers, support staff and the SENCo work together alongside parents, carers and external professionals to provide the best support for
the pupils with special educational needs.
We hold regular workshops and coffee mornings to advise parents on how best to support their child and on the approaches we use in school,
and signpost to various workshops/agencies within the authority.
For a very small percentage of pupils, whose needs are significant and complex and the special educational provision required to meet their
needs cannot reasonably be provided from within the school’s own resources, a request will be made to the local authority to conduct an
assessment of education, health and care needs. This may result in an Educational, Health and Care (EHC) plan being provided.
We know our pupils really well, and always strive to teach them in a way they will be able to learn. We recognise the importance of mental
health and the role it plays in our pupils’ emotional regulation. We offer forest school, nurture groups, gardening club and a sensory retreat in
order to give specific pupils additional support in order to be ready to learn.
What the legislation says…
SEND Code of Practice 2014 4.32: ‘Information about approaches to teaching, adaptations to the curriculum and the learning environment for
children and young people with SEN or disabilities and additional learning support for those with SEN.
SEND Regulations 2014 5(a): their approach to teaching of children and young people with special educational needs.
SEND Regulations 2014 5(b): ‘…how they adapt the curriculum and the learning environment for children and young people with special
educational needs or a disability.

How do you make sure children and young people with
special educational needs and disabilities do well?


The quality of teaching is monitored through a number of processes that includes:
‐

Weekly class drop ins by the senior leadership team, the SENCO and external verifiers

‐

Ongoing assessment of progress made by pupil in specific intervention groups at least half termly

‐

Work sampling weekly

‐

Scrutiny of planning

‐

Teacher meetings with the SENCO



Regular training is given to class teachers and support staff through INSETs, staff meetings and coaching. We have a rigorous monitoring
and training programme.



Resources are audited termly and provision is based on pupil’s needs



Pupil and parent/carer feedback when reviewing targets half termly



Through annual reviews for pupils with an EHCP



Class teachers attend half termly pupil meetings with the SENCo



Monitoring and analysis of attendance and behaviour records

What the legislation says…
SEND Code of Practice 2014 4.32: ‘Information about assessing and reviewing pupils’ and students’ progress towards outcomes, including how
providers work with parents and young people in doing so.
SEND Regulations 2014 5(d): ‘How the progress towards any of the outcomes identified for children and young people with special educationalneeds
will be assessed and reviewed, including information about how those children, their parents and young people will take part in any

assessment and review.’

What facilities do you have to support children or young people with special
educational needs and disabilities?
We aim to make all of our classrooms SEND friendly e.g. through use of visual timetables, now and next boards. We adapt our teaching and
learning environments depending on the needs of the children. For example, for some pupils they may require a separate work station, visual
timetable or sensory area.
Each class has a ‘SEND resource box’ which has a variety of resources and suggestions e.g. pencil grips, fidget toys, writing slopes that some
pupils may require to help them focus their learning in class.
Sensory tents are in use in classrooms where appropriate. These are used as a calming, reflective space for pupils. We also have a sensory
retreat room that is used daily as a calm down area, and as a space where children are encouraged to take part in sensory activities that will
enable them to focus their attention.
Our school is wheel chair friendly and we have a lift in the hall to gain access to our Early Years/Year 1 class rooms. We have a pastoral room,
disabled toilet and lift.
What the legislation says…
SEND Code of Practice 2014 4.32: ‘Information about enabling available facilities to be accessed by disabled children and young people and those
with SEN (this should include ancillary aids and assistive technology, including Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC)).’
SEND Regulations 2014 5(f): ‘How facilities that are available can be accessed by children and young people with special educational needs or a
disability.’

Do you have staff with specialist training
or have ‘experts’ to support you?
At Reedswood, we have a robust programme for continuing staff professional development. This is delivered in school by the SENCo/SLT or by
outside experts as appropriate.
All teaching and support staff receive regular training on supporting pupils with IEP’s, as well as supporting pupils with a diagnosed area of need.
Staff has received awareness training on dyslexia, Autism, behavioural difficulties and speech and language. They have received training on
specialist programmes such as colourful semantics, Talk Boost and introduction to Makaton.
The SENCO provides additional support to teachers and support staff with strategies and planning. They are also able to advise if a referral to an
outside agency needs to be made.
Family support is provided by the SENCo and pastoral team.
Regular visits from SEN specialist teachers and consultants provide advice to staff to support the success and progress of the individual pupils.
We deliver weekly speech and language therapy through a specialist and also have the NHS speech and language therapy termly.
Additionally, we have a case worker assigned to our school to deal with ECHP’s and an educational psychologist who provides assessments and
strategies when required.
We have numerous outside agencies available to support including
North star inclusion service (NIAT)
Hearing Impairment Team
Visual Impairment Team
Educational Psychologist Service
Physical and Disability Support Service‐ Lindens Outreach

School Nursing team
CAMHS (Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service)
Speech and Language therapy
Occupational therapy
Early Years SEN team

What the legislation says…
SEND Code of Practice 2014 4.32: information about securing expertise among teachers, lecturers or other professionals to support children and
young people with SEN or disabilities – this should include professional development to secure expertise at different levels:
o awareness (to give a basic awareness of a particular type of SEN, appropriate for all staff who will come into contact with a child or young
person with that type of SEN)
o enhanced (how to adapt teaching and learning to meet a particular type of SEN, for early years practitioners, class and subject
teachers/lecturers and teaching assistants working directly with the child or young person on a regular basis), and
o specialist (in‐depth training about a particular type of SEN, for staff who will be advising and supporting those with enhanced‐level skills and
knowledge)
SEND Regulations 2014 5(i): ‘How expertise in supporting children and young people with special educational needs or a disability is secured for
teaching staff and others working with those children and young people.

How do you support the wellbeing of children and young people with
special educational needs and disabilities?
At Reedswood, we work with parents, pupils and other professionals to overcome possible barriers to learning. Positive mental health and well‐
being is vital for pupils being emotionally ready in able to learn. We have regular play therapy for pupils who display persistent, ongoing social
and emotional needs. We also have Lego therapy that is completed in small groups to help social skills. Forest school is used for small nurture
groups also.
We have pupils who are ‘well‐being ambassadors’ and their role is to promote well‐being amongst their peers through regular meetings with the
SENCo and termly projects.
The SENCO and pastoral team work closely together to offer support for SEN pupils with emotional, mental and social concerns with weekly
meetings. Additionally, pupils who are looked after with a SEN or disability, will be supported by carers, social workers and the virtual school to
offer the appropriate support.
All staff have completed the relevant safeguarding training. We are also able to offer from GP referrals to CAMHS and have links to positive steps
services for early years. All teaching staff have received two‐day training in mental health.
We use the recovery curriculum during the first few weeks of the Autumn term, and do daily check ins for all pupils on how they are feeling. This
is then followed through with interventions for individuals. All pupils are taught knowledge and skills of staying healthy, being safe and prepared
for life through weekly PSHE (personal, social, health and economic) lessons.
What the legislation says…

SEND Code of Practice 2014 4.32: ‘Information about supporting the emotional, mental and social development of disabled children and young
people and those with SEN (this should include extra pastoral support arrangements for listening to the views of pupils and students with SEN
and measures to prevent bullying).’
SEND Regulations 2014 5(j): how the emotional, mental and social development of children and young people with special educational needs or a
disability will be supported and improved.

What happens if a child or young person needs specialist equipment,
services or support?
Our school budget includes money for supporting children with SEND and additional equipment is purchased when required.
If a child needs extra support, we may be able to apply for an Education Health Care plan (EHCP). The referral is made to the local authority who
will make a decision based on the school’s evidence. The decision is made by an independent panel within 20 weeks of application. This allocates
a funding budget to the school who can use the money to provide additional staffing, external professionals, group work and equipment.
For pupils with complex needs we currently have staff who work with children one to one. However, we ensure this support is not overly
obtrusive and actively promote pupils working independently.
For pupils with physical needs we have lindens outreach center and the Walsall visual impairment team whom we work closely with. We have
had equipment loaned from their services for several pupils.
What the legislation says…
SEND Code of Practice 2014 4.32: ‘Arrangements providers have for securing the services, provision and equipment required by children and
young people with SEN or disabilities.
SEND Code of Practice 2014 4.35: ‘The information must also include information about the arrangements for the admission of disabled pupils,
the steps taken to prevent disabled pupils from being treated less favorably than other pupils…

How will I know if my child or young person is doing
well in school?

Class teachers are responsible for all pupils in their class and should be your first port of call with any concerns. Laura Smith, the SENCo is also
available to discuss any issues and concerns. She can be contacted by phone or email. We hold parent workshops with the SENCO to meet other
parents and find out what additional support is available to you and your child.
In addition to parents evening and school reports, class teachers review IEP targets every half term and will invite you into school to discuss your
child every term. You will have your child’s IEP emailed via our edukey platform every half term, and you can also contribute comments on your
child’s progress/targets.
Pupils who have an EHCP and those who have difficulty with communication and interaction, will have a ‘home/school’ diary which teaching staff
and parents contribute to daily. Additionally, there will be a an annual review held with the class teacher and SENCo.
If a pupil is not making sufficient progress, their targets and provision will be reviewed. The SENCO may be able to advise on alternative
strategies or introduce relevant outside agencies to assess.

What the legislation says…
SEND Code of Practice 2014 4.32: ‘Information about assessing and reviewing pupils’ and students’ progress towards outcomes, including how
providers work with parents and young people in doing so.
SEND Regulations 2014 5(d): ‘How the progress towards any of the outcomes identified for children and young people with special educationalneeds
will be assessed and reviewed, including information about how those children, their parents and young people will take part in any assessment
and review.’

Do you have ‘out of school’ activities that
children or young people can do?
We are fortunate to have a variety of sports, art and book clubs available to all pupils after school, as well as sports and activities during
lunchtimes.
All children are offered the opportunity to take part. If a child has more complex needs and requires additional adult support, we will endeavor
to provide that additional adult so the pupil can attend a club.
Class teachers in KS2 also offer Easter and summer clubs to revise school work, as well after school booster groups. KS1 also offer phonics catch
up and booster groups.

What the legislation says…
SEND Code of Practice 2014 4.32: ‘Information about activities that are available to disabled children and young people and those with SEN,including
physical activities and extra‐curricular activities.’
SEND Regulations 2014 5(g): ‘What activities (including physical activities) are available for children and young people with special educational
needs or a disability in addition to the curriculum.’

How do you support children or young people
moving on to their next school or setting?
On attending school, all nursery and reception pupils have home visits from their new class teacher. Where a need has already been identified,
the SENCo will also accompany the class teacher. This provides an opportunity to discuss your child’s needs and how we can best support them.
If the child has attended a previous nursery and has been identified as having a need, the SENCO will liaise with the setting.
For pupils who join the school year later in the year, the SENCO will liaise with the previous school. All new pupils will visit the head teacher and
tour the school before attending.
For Year 6 pupils moving onto secondary school, children will be able to attend open days and induction days during the summer term. For
pupils with SEN, transition meetings will be set up with the secondary school SENCO and additional transition days or walk around may be
required. We provide a pupil passport to the new school detailing pupils needs.
Walsall local authority provided a document for schools called ‘transition matters’ 2020. This has been disseminated between staff and used as a
basis for some of our transition processes. For pupils moving year groups with SEND needs, the SENCo will arrange a transition meeting between
the class teacher and family. Opportunities for them to spend time with their class teacher and new room will be arranged in addition to usual
transition days. Additionally, the SENCo provides transition booklets using communication in print for pupils who require it.
Furthermore, staff within school are given additional time with their colleagues to share information about pupils with SEND. They complete one
page profiles sharing what the children enjoy, what their strengths are and what modifications would be required.

What the legislation says…
SEND Code of Practice 2014 4.32: ‘Arrangements providers have for supporting disabled children and young people and those with SEN in moving

between phases of education and preparing for adulthood and independent living.’
Parent Carer feedback: ‘I want to know what schools are supposed to do to help when my child changes school.’

What should I do if I disagree with what you’re doing
or want to make a complaint?

If you are not happy with the current care at your setting then you should firstly speak with the class teacher to see how the issue can be
resolved. This can be escalated to the SENCO or SLT if required. Please see our complaints procedure policy.
If you are unhappy with the outcome of an EHCP, you are able to appeal the decision with the local authority; the SENCO can further advise on
whom to contact.

What the legislation says…
SEND Code of Practice 4.7: ‘Comprehensive:…The Local Offer must include eligibility criteria for services where relevant and make it clear where to
go for information, advice and support, as well as how to make complaints about provision or appeal against decisions.’

Who should I contact
for more information?

If you have concerns then please firstly discuss these with your child’s teacher.
This may then result in a referral to the school SENCO: Laura Smith.
Contact Number: 01922 721323
Contact Address: Reedswood E‐ACT Primary Academy, Bentley Drive, Walsall, WS2 8RX
All parents will be listened to. Their views and aspirations for their child will be central to the assessment and provision that is provided by the school.

Where can I find out more about what support there is for children and young
people with SEND in the local area?
Link to Walsall Local Offer: https://go.walsall.gov.uk/the-send-local-offer

