
 

Key threads this term  
 

 
 
 

Prior knowledge (what we all ready know)   

 

- Muslims believe in a God, who is called Allah in Arabic  

- Muslims believe in one God.  

- The place of worship for Muslims is called a Masjid (Mosque) 

- Muslims pray 5 times a day.  

- Muslims go on a pilgrimage to Mecca.  

 
 

New Knowledge (what we are going to learn) 

-Muslims believe that the Quran is a way of life and 

influences the way they live their life.  

- The Quran was revealed 1400 years ago to the Prophet 

Muhammed (Peace be Upon Him)  

-Muslims believe in the ‘Day of Judgement’ and the Quran 

teaches them how to prepare for this day.  

- Allah (God) has many different attribute, which are 

taught in the Quran  

- The Quran is the word of Allah, which has never been 

changed.   

 

Whole-school definition of RE 

To encourage all learners to be thoughtful about their 

own beliefs and world views in the light of the 

religions and beliefs we study. 

 

Did you know? 

The Quran is held by Muslims to be 

the literal word of God. 

The Angel Gabriel plays an important role 

in the Muslim, Jewish and Christian 

faith. 

Muslims believe that the Quran has not 

and will not ever change. 

The Quran was revealed to the final 

Prophet called Muhammad (Peace be 

Upon Him) 

The Quran is written in the Arabic 

language. 

 

What is the Quran and 

why is it important to 

Muslims? 
New vocabulary 

Revelation – a communication of idea, command 

and information from Allah to a chosen human 

being.  

Prophet – a person regarded as an inspired teacher 

or proclaimer of the will of God.  

Sacred – connected with God and so deserving 

veneration 

Monotheistic – the doctrine or belief that there is 

only one God.  

Ablution – the act of washing oneself.  

Purifying – make ceremonially clean. ‘A ritual bath 

to purify the soul.’  

Guidance – advice or information aimed at resolving 

a problem or difficulty.  
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Prior knowledge (what we all ready know)   

The beliefs of a Jewish person.  

Religion can be a big part of a person’s life/identity.  

The UK has a diverse population. A diverse population has lots of different 

people with different qualities, family backgrounds, opinions, ideas, beliefs and 

religious faiths.  

We all belong to many different communities. The biggest one is or global 

community. We are all global citizens.  

 

New Knowledge (what we are going to learn) 

The different beliefs in our local community.  

Think about how community can help people.  

The beliefs of inspirational figures.  

Look at the difficulties religious people can face in non-

religious communities.  

Whole-school definition of RE 

To encourage all learners to be thoughtful about their own beliefs and 

world views in the light of the religions and beliefs we study.  

Did you know?  

An atheist is someone who is not a member 
of any religion, and does not believe in any 
god.  

There are different kinds of faith schools – 
Church of England, Catholic, Islamic, Jewish, 
Buddhist and Sikh.  

People who are not religious may have a 
different view on faith and belief.  

Autumn 2 

Belief in our Community 

New vocabulary 

Belief – an acceptance that something exists or is true, 

especially one without proof.  

Faith – complete trust or confidence in someone or 

something  

Community – a group of people living in the same place or 

having a particular characteristic in common.  

Religions - the belief in and worship of a superhuman 

controlling power.  

Judaism – the religion of the Jewish people  
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                 Prior knowledge (what we all ready know)___________________      

- Angel Gabriel came down from heaven to tell Mary she would be having 

the son of God. 

- Mary and Joseph travelled to Bethlehem and Mary gave birth to baby 

Jesus 

- Mary, Joseph and Jesus has visitor from the shepherd to the Three Wise 

Men. 

- King Harold did not want Jesus to live because he wanted to be ‘The 

Greatest King’ and did not want his power to be questioned. 

 

New Knowledge (what we are going to learn) 

- To learn about the importance of Bethlehem to Christians 

and to find out what a pilgrimage is 

- To find out about Mary and Joseph’s journey to 

Bethlehem  

- To find out about some of the key features of the 

nativity story. 

- To find out how religious ideas can be expressed through 

music and art. 

- To learn about how the emotions of the people in the story 

are the same emotions as people have today. 

Whole-school definition of RE 

To encourage all learners to be thoughtful about their 

own beliefs and world views in the light of the 

religions and beliefs we study. 

 

Did you know? 

Bethlehem is a town in Israel and it is 

still extremely sacred to Christians.  

 

Joseph and Mary travelled to 

Bethlehem for the census that 

Emperor Augustus had ordered across 

his empire. 

 

Joseph was a decedent of King David, 

who has himself been born in 

Bethlehem  

 

The Christmas Journey 

New vocabulary 

Pilgrimage – a long trip undertaken for religious 

purposes, such as to visit a holy place 

Significance – Something that has great value and 

important. 

Census - a count of the people who live in a country 

Empathy - someone is able to share or understand the 

emotions and feelings of another person. 

Portrayal – To act, show or explain something in a 

specific way. This could be positive or negative. 

Refugee - Refugees are people who have fled war, 

violence, conflict or persecution and have crossed an 

international border to find safety in another 

country 



 

Key threads this term  
 

 
 
 

Prior knowledge (what we all ready know)   

To understand what Christianity is and what it means to be a 

Christian. 

To understand about Sikhism and what it means to be a Sikh. 

To know about Hanukkah and the Menorah. 

To know that the Torah is a special book in the Jewish religion. 

Whole-school definition of RE 

To encourage all learners to be thoughtful about their 

own beliefs and world views in the light of the 

religions and beliefs we study. 

 

New Knowledge (what we are going to learn) 

 

To recap facts about Judaism and Jewish beliefs 

To find out about the Jewish festival of Passover. 

To find out about the Jewish festival of Sukkot. 

To find out about the Jewish festival of Purim. 

To find out about the Jewish festival of Hanukkah. 

To find out about the Jewish festival of Rosh 

Hashanah. 

 

Did you know? 

There are between 14.5 to 17.4 million 

Jews in the world today. 

 

Judasim is the 10th largest religion in 

the world today. 

 

43% of Jews live in Israel. 

Another 43% of Jews live in the USA 

and Canada 

The remaining 24% of Jews live in 

scattered communities around the 

world. 

Year 3 

Judaism 

New vocabulary 

 

Judaism – the Jewish people collectively. 

 

Relate – to make or show a connection between. 

 

Encourage – to give support 

 

Initial – exists at the beginning 

 

Festival – a day or period of celebration 

 

Sedar plate – a special plate containing symbolic 

foods. 
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Prior knowledge (what we all ready know)   

- Sikhs believe that the Sole Lord created the world and everything in it. 

- The Sole Lord created plants, animals and people. 

 
 

New Knowledge (what we are going to learn) 

- Sikhism is 500 years old and was founded by Guru 

Nanak. 

- Sikhs have ‘core beliefs’ that can be seen below. 

- Sikhs believe that everyone is equal. 

- Sikhs meditate because it helps them to think about God. 

- Sikhs believe that people should work hard and live 

honestly. 

- Sikhs believe that people should share with others. 

 

Whole-school definition of RE 

To encourage all learners to be thoughtful about their 

own beliefs and world views in the light of the 

religions and beliefs we study. 

 

Did you know? 

- Sikhs worship in a Gurdwara 

- Sikhs sacred text is called the Guru    

Granth Sahib 

- Prayers are usually sung or chanted 

- A holy day that Sikhs celebrate is 

called ‘Vaisakhi’ 

- Sikhs often wear the ‘Five K’s’ which 

are kesh, kanga, kara, kaccha and 

kirpan. 

 

 

What do Sikhs celebrate? 

New vocabulary 

Guru Nanak – the founder of Sikhism 

Kesh – uncut hair as a symbol of respect for the 

perfection of God's creation. 

Kanga – a small wooden comb 

Kara – a steel or cast iron bangle 

Kaccha – loose undergarments 

Kirpan – a sword/knife of any size, carried by Sikhs 

Meditate – to think about one thing, usually in silence 

Mala – a string of prayer beads 

Community – a group of people living in the same 

place or having similar ideas 

Pledge – a promise to do something 
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Prior knowledge (what we all ready know)   

- Recognising that some people have different beliefs and celebrate special 

times in different ways. 

- Learning that Mary and Joseph travelled to Bethlehem on a donkey. 

- Understanding how Christmas is celebrated in different countries around 

the world. 

 

New Knowledge (what we are going to learn) 

 

- Understand why people give gifts and what it feels like to 

give or receive them. 

- Learn about the story of Jesus’ birth. 

- Understand what a Christian would have given as a gift 

to Jesus. 

- Learning that there are gifts you can give that you can’t 

see. 

- Understand that Christians believe Jesus is God’s gift to 

the world 

Whole-school definition of RE 

To encourage all learners to be thoughtful about their 

own beliefs and world views in the light of the 

religions and beliefs we study. 

 

Did you know? 

- Christmas is a Christian festival 

celebrating what they believe was Jesus’ 

birth date (25th December). 

- Jesus’ birth is often retold in plays 

by children called ‘The Nativity’. 

- Some Christians start Christmas by 

singing carols at a Church. 

- Christians give gifts and cards to 

remind them of the gift of Jesus’ 

life. 

 

 

Why do Christians give 

gifts at Christmas? 

New vocabulary 

 
Christian – Somebody that follows and believes 

in the Christian faith. 

Christmas – a Christian festival celebrating 

Jesus’ birth. 

Presents – an item given to someone without 

expecting anything back. 

Frankincense – a perfume burned in temples 

made from an African tree. 

Myrrh – another type of perfume burned in 

temples. 

 


